
1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A worksheet to accompany  
Vienna’s English Theatre’s 2018/2019 touring production 

by Helena Hirsch 
               
 

 
 
 

1. a. Before watching the performance or reading the play, look at the title. What could the play be about? 
Choose one of the options below. Say why you think so. Find at least three colleagues who agree with you: 
 

 a scientific experiment to research human behaviour in unfamiliar/extreme situations 
 a secret weekend hide-away with a new partner/lover 
 a survival skills seminar in an area with wild animal populations (e.g. grizzlies, etc.)  
 a music festival weekend (e.g. Frequency Festival) 

 
 or ………………………………………………………………………………(add your own ideas) 

 
 

b. After the performance/reading the text – did the action/outcome meet your expectations? Did the title 
lead you to expect something completely different? If yes, what? 
 

2. What do people usually call a wild weekend? Which of the above do they refer to? 
 

3. Look up various entries for wild in a monolingual dictionary. Is the German word wild similar or different 
in meaning? Can you find any phrases or idioms containing the word wild? 

 
4. There are four characters (teenagers) in the play, two girls and two boys. Apart from being school-mates, 

do you think there could be any other connections between the characters? If so, what could they be? 
 

a. Take an A4 sheet of paper and fold it in half. Now fold it in half again so you have four 
quadrants. Put the names of each of the characters into a quadrant, so your sheet should look 
like the diagram below: 
 

 
 
 

Shane 
 
 
 

Leanne 

 
 
 

Angus 
 
 
 

Denise 

 
              Keep this sheet with your textbook of the play. You will need it again in the course of the Work-out section. 
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b. Working through the text, every time you pick up a clue as to the relationships between the 
characters, draw an arrow on the sheet, pointing from one character to the other. E.g. if you 
think Shane is in love with Denise, draw an arrow from Shane’s quadrant to Denise’s 
quadrant. Tip: use different colours for different types of relationships. 

 
5. Look at the headings of the individual scenes. What are they referring to?  

a. How about you? Do you keep a log/diary, recording what’s been happening when? Choose 
one of the statements below (or write your own on the dotted line). Say why. 
 

 Yes, I write in my diary (almost) every day – it’s my best friend 
 Yes, I keep a diary when I’m travelling, so I can remember the trip 
 I have my own blog (travel, fashion, music – anything I like) 
 I’m keeping everybody up-to-date via Tweet/Instagram/Snapchat 
 No, I can’t really be bothered – just a text/Whatsapp message occasionally  
 No, I don’t want my thoughts/whereabouts to be common knowledge 

 
 or ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
6. Camping! Have you ever been camping? Alone, or with your parents/family/friends? If yes, do you like it? 

If no, why not? Find two partners and talk about your experiences (see below): 
 

a. What did you particularly enjoy? Was there anything you didn’t like at all?  
b. Did you keep a diary? Why/why not? 
c. Was there any situation when you felt like packing up and going home? What happened?  
d. Did you all get on well all the time, or were there some differences of opinion? About what? 
e. Did you ever find yourself/yourselves in a potentially dangerous situation? Which? 
f. Time for your outing – tick the appropriate box below:  

 

 … I’m a passionate camper who loves the great outdoors and spends as much time as 
possible roughing it (in a tent, close to nature, with only the bare necessities) 

 

 … maybe a day or two in a tent, but I prefer a nice big caravan on a large camp site 
 

  … no way – I don’t mind being outdoors but I like to come back to a nice, comfortable 
hotel room (and good food); and I wouldn’t mind a **** hotel with a pool, either 

 
7. Get together in groups of three. There should be  

#1:  a camping buff,  
#2:  a non-camper, and  
#3:  a caravan-fan  

in each group. During the next 10 minutes, each group member prepares a convincing talk. Think carefully 
about the points you want to make – it’s definitely more of a challenge to convince a #2-person of 
outdoor life in a tent than a #3-person.  
Once everyone is ready, each group member has 3 minutes to persuade the other two that his/her way of 
spending a weekend away is the most interesting/best. The other two should just listen and not respond 
immediately. When each person in the group had his/her turn, all three group members think for a 
minute or two and then let each speaker know in no more than two sentences if he/she managed to 
persuade/convince them. Did you succeed in changing someone’s mind? How did you do it? 
 

8. Do you have a compass app on your Smartphone?  
a. If yes, do you use it often? In which situations?  
b. If not, say why you don’t want/need one.  

 
9. What, if anything, worries you most about being outdoors/in the wilds of the countryside? Why? 

 
......................................................................................................................................................... 

 
 



3 
 

 
 

Scene 1 – Friday evening 
 

1. Where is the play set? …………………………… 
 

2. Read through the first few lines of the stage directions carefully. What kind of atmosphere do you feel? 
Choose one of the statements below. Say why. 

 

  calm and free   peaceful and quiet 
  a sense of danger    none of them; just being outside   

 
3. Now have a look at how Shane is descibed. Get together in pairs or small groups and read through the 

stage directions.  
 

a. Underline or highlight all references to the clothes he wears. Is this how you would dress for a 
camping weekend? Why/why not? 

 

b. What does Shane look like? Write down a few keywords in Shane’s quadrant and/or make a 
drawing. Compare with other pairs/groups. Are your ideas similar or different? How? 

 

c. How does Shane come across to you (-> auf jmd. wirken) right now? Choose one of the options 
below and say why. 

 

 very self-confident   a bit of a busybody 
 careful and responsiblerather full of himself (-> von sich eingenommen) 

 
 or ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
4. Who, do you think, does Shane’s refer to when he says amateurs? What does he (continue) to do? 

 
5. The next character to appear is ………………………………………………. What is he wearing? What does he look 

like? Again, in pairs or groups, write down a few keywords in his quadrant and/or make a drawing; then 
compare with other pairs/groups. 

 
6. Angus’ Diary: Fill out the grid below: 

 

when who where what 

    
    
    
    

 
7. Angus refers to himself as the good-looking one. Is he serious, or just having a bit of fun, do you think? 

Why/why not? 
 

a. What else is he concerned about? ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

b. Do you think Shane would agree with him? Talk to a partner – why/why not? 
 

c. Look at your notes/drawing above (task 5) – do you agree with him? Why/why not? 
 

8. Look at the following sentences and decide if they are right or wrong. Put R (for right) or W (for wrong) on 
the dotted line. In case of W, say why! 

 

 Shane pretends to attack Angus with a knife from behind.  .....  
 Angus has a nervous breakdown and tells Shane he’s an idiot.  …..   
 Shane has seen a documentary on survival skills in the jungle.  ..... 
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 Rule #1 in the jungle is: always stay alert.     ..... 
 Angus’ idea of the trip is a fun camping weekend in Wales.  ..... 
 Denise is dressed for walking: a waterproof jacket and walking boots. .....  
 Leanne and Denise almost walk past the place Shane has picked.  ..... 
 Leanne had expected a campsite with showers and toilets.  ..... 
 They are about 20 miles from the bus stop.     ..... 
 Shane didn’t allow them to bring their mobile phones.   .....  
 Leanne is lost without her phone and wants to phone her parents. ..... 
 It turns out that putting up a tent is not so easy.    ..... 

 
9. How do you feel about Shane’s ‘pretend attack’? Tick one of the boxes blow and say why: 

 

 pretty silly and childish 
 just a bit of fun 
 he’s a bit of a show-off 
 could be dangerous 

 
10. Shane tells Angus to never underestimate the forces of nature. How does Shane know? Talk to a partner. 

 
11. Shane likes to make general statements. Keep adding to this list as you work through the play. 

 

Shane’s favourite statements         Rule Nr…. / It’s called …. 
 Rule one – always stay alert 
 Never underestimate the forces of nature 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
12. Finally, the two girls arrive. What are they wearing? What do you think they look like? Once more, in pairs 

or groups, write down a few keywords in their respective quadrants and/or make a drawing. Compare 
with other pairs/groups.  

 
13. Why, do you think, are they late arriving? ……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
14. What are Leanne and Denise talking about, do you think? …………………………………………………………………... 
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a. If someone fancies somebody, they …….................................................................................. 
 

b. If you fancy something, you .................................................................................................... 
 

c. If you wouldn’t touch him/her/it with a barge pole, you ……………………………………………………. 
 

15. One of the girls is apparently a fan of Shane. Who? Why, do you think? Talk to a partner. Do you agree? 
 

16. Shane seems to believe that campsites are for ………………………………………………. Check in your dictionary.  
 

17. On p. 8 in your text booklet, Leanne wants to know how they were going to get back. In pairs or small 
groups, look at Shane’s answer and discuss it among yourselves. Then answer the questions below: 
 

a. What seems to be Shane’s role in the group? 
b. In your opinion, is he a real expert or a know-it-all (-> Obergescheiter)? Say why. 

 
18. Shane doesn’t allow the others to bring their mobile phones because it’s essential they travel light. Do 

you think a few grams would make any difference? So why is this? Discuss this with a partner or in small 
groups, then compare with other pairs/teams.  

 
19. Leanne wants to use Shane’s phone to call her mother. How does he respond? Highlight it in your 

textbook. How do you feel about this? Either choose one of the statements below or add your own: 
 

Shane sounds like …  a parent talking to his/her child 
   a general giving orders to his soldiers 
   a strict teacher stating a fact to his students 
   an older brother to his younger sister 
 

     or ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

20. Leanne obviously doesn’t want her mother to know who she is out camping with. Why is that?  
a. With a partner, think about and discuss the following issues: 

 

 What is she trying to achieve/avoid? 
 If she were to ask you for advice, what would you recommend she should do?  

 

b. Did you ever find yourself in a similar situation than Leanne, i.e. wanting to do something 
(going away on a trip, going camping or to a music festival, etc.) with some friends and 
knowing your mum/dad wouldn’t allow it? How did you go about it? Were you allowed to go? 

 

c. Either exchange views with a partner, or write a short paragraph (diary entry) about the 
situation and how you solved it.  

 
21. Look at the expressions below. Have you come across any of them before? They all have a similar meaning.  

Which of them do you like best/do you think is the funniest? 
 

 he/she is a bit dim    he/she is not the sharpest pencil in the box 
 he/she is one can short of a sixpack  he/she is as thick as a brick 

 
22. Shane is trying to find the right spot to put up his tent. True or false? Circle the correct letter below. Say why. 

 

 Shane is using his compass app to find the best place for the tent.  T F 
  The tent is very good quality and can be pitched very quickly and easily.  T F 
  It has taken Shane less than a minute to put it up under the trees.  T F 
  Denise thinks this is a good place because there is some privacy.   T F 
  There is a big tree root which is not very comfortable to sleep on.  T F 
  Leanne needs to go to the toilet and Shane hands her a small shovel.  T F  
  Denise suggests Shane should check the tent’s instructions.   T F 
  She tells the others to do something useful and make a cup of tea.  T F 
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23. Work with a partner and skim-scan read through pp 10 - 16. Are they well kitted out (-> ausgerüstet) with 
camp gear? Make two lists: in the left column, write all the things they have got; in the right, everything 
they find out is missing: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

24. Looking at all the things in Angus’ backpack, he is not really travelling light. How does Shane react to Angus’ 
remark about camping near a stream? Add this to your Shane’s favourite statements-list. 

 

a. Do you know what a Gaz stove is? Check it on the internet. While you’re at it, find some sites for 
camp gear and outdoor lifestyle. How are they similar and what is noticeably different? Make a 
mini-presentation of what those sites suggest is the basic camping equipment for ‘beginners’. 

 

b. You have probably seen documentaries about camps in very precarious situations or extreme 
circumstances, e.g. climbers/mountaineers making camp on Mount Everest, etc. What do they 
do for food, warmth, dry clothes, etc.? Find and watch film clips on YouTube, and share them 
with the class. Which one do you think is particularly interesting/dangerous/fascinating? 

  

c. You are a mountaineer, stuck in 7000 m on a small platform because the snow and the arctic 
gales make it impossible to continue your expedition for a few days. The situation is not only  
a matter of time, but also , at that altitude, one of life and death. GPS does not work anyway, 
but you have a portable radio to report to base camp once a day. What are you reporting? 
What do you note down in your logbook/diary? Write either a report, an interview, diary or 
blog entries, or a script for your next bio pic. Put your piece of writing in your portfolio. 
 

25. They get caught in a heavy downpour. Denise has an umbrella, the boys use the tent to cover up. Soaked 
to the skin, each of the four reacts in a different way. Who is/does what?  

 
… moan and complain about being wet   ……………………………………… 
 
… worry about clothes and give orders   ……………………………………… 
 
… being indecisive and sullen (-> verdrossen)  ……………………………………… 
 
… reads the instructions and puts up the tent  ………………………………………  

 
26. Angus’ Diary: Fill out the grid below: 

 

when who where what 

    
    

 
27. Talk to a partner. What does Shane accuse the others of? Why didn’t he think about this himself?  

 

they’ve got  they haven’t got 
e.g.              teabags 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

e.g.            water 
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a. Underline Shane’s next general statement in the text (p. 11) and add it to the above list (p. 4). 
 

b. Angus doesn’t do thinking ahead. Have you heard this phrase before? What does it mean? Also 
look at these sentences:  My new cleaning lady doesn’t do windows. 

This is the third time you are late this week. This simply won’t do! 
Sorry, we don’t do vegan food. 
… I don’t do drugs (quote from a video clip featuring Amy Winehouse) 

 

c. From the list below, choose three words/phrases which, for you, best describe Shane’s behavior 
and attitude towards his mates. Talk to your partner and say why: 

 

impatient – bored – aggressive – a self-appointed leader – condescending – giving orders –– 
annoyed/annoying – feeling responsible – a bully – a busybody – a know-it-all – considering 
himself superior – in command – or what ………………………………………..?   

 

d. Four characters – five statements. Match the characters with the statements below:       
 

came for fun and for a laugh / came to get wet / came for a change to Clapham / 
came to experience the forces of nature / came because an invitation was issued  

 

e. While Shane is giving them a pep-talk (-> ermutigen/bei Laune halten), Denise has put up the tent. 
Is he … 

grateful – indifferent – pleased – surprised – critical – annoyed – envious – or what? 
 

f. Why, do you think, is Shane not too happy with Denise putting up the tent? Talk to a partner 
and agree on one of the following options. Then talk to other pairs. Do you agree? Why not? 

 

 he is angry (with himself) because he couldn’t manage it  
 he hates to admit that Denise (a girl) managed something he couldn’t 
 he is is worried about his role as a leader 
 it’s his tent, after all 

 
28. While the girls get changed in the tent, Angus makes a sarcastic remark about knowing how to put up a tent.  

 

a. Shane insists (… anyone can pitch a tent …) that it’s not in the right place but he cannot explain 
why. Can you?  
 

b. ‘Handy – these little stoves’. What does handy mean here? Tick correct box: 
 

 something practical/easy-to-use/to hand (= there) when you need it 
 a mobile (BE) or cell(ular) phone (AE) 

 

c. Gaz stove vs camp fire? Shane and Angus do not agree on what is better/more fun. What do 
you think? How about a class voting? 

 
29. What is Shane’s rule #2 for survival? Add it to the list on p. 4!  

 

a. What do you think is more important – dry matches or staying alert? Or what else? Talk to a 
partner or in small groups. Once you have decided, talk to other pairs/teams. Do you agree? 
Why/why not? 
 

b. Why has Angus only brought one box of matches?  
 

c. Do you think it’s OK for Shane to just tip over Angus’ backpack and empty everything on to    
 the muddy ground? Talk to a partner or in groups. What would you do if this happened to you? 

 
30. What kind of food did Angus bring? …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
What is his explanation/excuse? ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

a. What kind of foods did Shane have in mind? Work in small groups and put together a ‘packing 
list’ for a camping weekend (e.g. power foods, muesli bars, smoothies, etc.) 

 

b. How about you? What kind of foods do you like? Exchange views with a partner/in small groups:  



8 
 

 I try to eat healthy foods as often as possible and I quite like them 
 I prefer fast food or anything off the convenience shelf in the supermarket 
 I’m vegan/a vegetarian; no meat for me 
 I like power foods because I work out and want to build up muscles 
 I like nice, home-cooked (traditional) meals best 

 
 or ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

c. Divide the class up in five groups. Each group does research for a mini-project on food trends: 
organic and health food / power foods / vegan foods / fast food /paleo and keto diets 

Prepare a powerpoint or poster presentation (including visual materials, videos, etc.) and 
present your findings to the class.  

 

d. What exactly is street food? Have you ever been to a street food event/festival? What was it 
like? If yes, write a short report or blog entry about it. If not, do some internet research, put 
together a short presentation and present it to the class. 
 

e. Ever thought of an ‘across the curriculum’ Food and Drink project (Biology, Geography, History, 
Sports, German, English, French/Italian/Spanisch, and even Latin!)? 

 
31. What is Angus’ next mistake? ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

And how do you feel about Shane’s response? Choose one of the options below and say why: 
 

 … not ok; annoying – yes, but no reason to be insulting 
 … understandable in the situation, but ‘idiot’ would have been enough 
 … quite right; bringing lots of cans and no opener is really ridiculous 
 … if Shane is so brilliant, why didn’t he give Angus a list of things to bring 

 
32. How is Angus trying to open the can? By … 

 

 … using a sharp/pointed stone  … using one of the knives he brought 
 … smashing the top with a mallet  … asking the girls for advice 

 

 What would you do in a similar situation? Exchange ideas with a partner or in a small group. 
 

33. Do you know what a Swiss Army knife looks like? Are they really that expensive, do you think? Do you 
perhaps have one? Has it got a tin opener? 

 

a. What exactly are gadgets? Have you come across the word before? In which contexts? 
 

b. Shane’s Swiss Army knife has lots of useful tools – except ……………………………………………. 
 

c. Look at the phrase you’ll have my finger off with that thing. What is Angus saying? 
Also compare the following:   I’ll have my secretary call you. 
     He had them counted and lined up within a few minutes. 
     I’m not your servant, I’ll have you know! 
 

d. Is Shane more successful than Angus? What happens to him? 
e. One more thing to add to the list of missing equipment: when Shane stabs himself, he asks for 

 
a …………………………………………………………………………. 

  
34. When the girls emerge from the tent, they have changed clothes. What do you think about the way they 

are dressed now? Practical camping gear? In pairs or groups, describe the girl’s clothes (colour, material, 
etc.) and/or make a drawing. Then compare with other pairs/teams. What is similar, what is different? 
 

a. Denise is trying to find out what happened to Shane. What are Leanne’s main concerns?  
 

She is ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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b. Why, do you think, does Denise suggest she and Leanne go to bed? Tick one of the statements 
below or add your own. Compare with some of your colleagues. Do you agree? Why/why not? 
 

 Leanne’s moaning and whinging (-> sudern, jammern) is not helping at all 
 she’s waiting for Shane to make a decision 
 when she’s asleep, she doesn’t feel the hunger/thirst so much 

 

 or ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

35. Angus’ Diary: Fill out the grid below: 
 

when who where what 

    
    

 
36. No drink, no food, no fun - Shane and Angus decide to go to bed, too. Look at the following sentences –  

right or wrong? Put R (for right) or W (for wrong) on the dotted line. In case of W, say why! 
 

 Leanne is just getting undressed when Shane crawls into the tent. .....  
 Denise tells him to take his wet boots off.     .....   
 Angus doesn’t think there’s enough room in the tent.   ..... 
 Leanne wants Shane to lie next to her and take his clothes off.  ..... 
 Angus does not want to sleep in his wet clothes to get them dry.  ..... 
 None of them is really comfortable.     ..... 
 Denise is annoyed and tells them to settle down    ..... 
 Angus needs to relieve himself and crawl all over them.   ..... 
 Leanne is afraid of an owl hooting.     ..... 
 

37. What is more sensible, do you think: taking your wet clothes off or sleeping in them to dry them? Talk 
about it in small groups, then exchange views. Can you find proof for either of these theories? 

 
38. What would you do if you had to put up a few people in a small tent? Make a few suggestions and 

compare with a partner/some colleagues in class. 
 

a. Ha bloody ha! Have you ever heard this expression before? What is Angus saying? Is there a 
German equivalent? What?  

 
39. While Shane appears to be in charge of things and Denise is the quiet, practical one who gets things done, 

try to describe Angus’ and Leanne’s attitudes. Are they active or passive, initiative-taking or just waiting 
for things to happen? Work with a partner or in small groups. Then compare with other teams. 

 
40. Time for action! 

Having got soaking wet, all they would really like to is change into dry clothes, light the Gaz stove, have a hot 
meal and a cup of tea, and finally do what they came for: have fun. Instead, the next crises are looming.      
Work in groups. First make a list of all the things that are going wrong. Then role-play the scene, using no 
words but only gestures, mime and body language. Try to really capture the atmosphere in the scene and 
attitude of the characters. If possible, use props (a backpack, a few cans, an Army knife, etc.). Each group 
presents their version to the class. Which presentation was the most realistic? The funniest? Take a vote. 

 
Scene 2 – Saturday morning 

 
1. Having spent the night crammed into a small tent, how do the characters feel? 

 
Leanne  ......................................................................................................... 

 
Shane  ......................................................................................................... 
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Denise  ......................................................................................................... 
 

Angus  ......................................................................................................... 
 

2. Choose one of the characters and act out the scenario, i.e. crawling out of the tent, stretching, yawning, 
etc. Use mime and gestures to really get the feelings and attitudes across, i.e. Angus grumpy/achy, 
Leanne all dishevelled, Denise quite neat, etc. 

 
3. All four of them seem to be at a loss about what to do. Shane, summing up the situation, decides to pack 

up and go back to Clapham. He assigns the others various jobs while he tries to call the taxi to pick them 
up. Put the following sentences into the right order, numbering them from 1-12. The first one has been 
done for you. 

 

Denise tells Shane to do something, not just stand there.    ..... 
Angus trips over a tree root and hurts his ankle.      ..... 
As Shane is making the call to order a taxi, the mobile goes dead.   ..1.. 
There is no way Angus can walk 15 miles back to town.     ..... 
Leanne has spent the night Facebooking/music streaming and running the battery down. ..... 
Shane complains about his new clothes being ruined.     ..... 
Denise suggests one of them should go for help.      ..... 
Shane claims Denise has done nothing but complain and be negative.   ..... 
Shane feels he is the only one who gets things done on this trip.    ..... 
Leanne suggests to pick berries, Shane is talking about hunting for rabbits.  ..... 
Angus’ ankle is hurting and he needs to lie down.     ..... 
They cannot charge up the mobile so there is no means of communication.  ..... 

 
4. Leanne has been on Facebook for some time during the night and streamed some music. What is her excuse?  

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

  

a. How do you feel about Leanne killing the battery of the only phone they have? Choose one of 
 the statements below. Talk to a partner and say why. Do you agree? 

 

 that is totally unthinking and selfish, as well as irresponsible 
 she is spoilt and childish; if things go wrong, she resorts to tears 
 she was afraid of the noises outside and couldn’t sleep 
 she was probably hoping Shane would show more interest in her 

 
5. While Angus is going to find some water, Shane is … what?  

 

a. Look at your text booklet, p. 18, and choose one of the words below. Explain to a partner 
 why you think so: 

 

helpless – frustrated – angry – self-important – annoyed – self-righteous – or what? 
 

b.   Is there another one of Shane’s ‘statements’, do you think? If yes, add it to the list! 
 

6. Suddenly they Angus scream. Denise tells Shane …………………………………………………………………………………….? 
Why is she telling him, do you think?  

 
7. Look at the dialogue (text, p.18) and decide which of the statements below is the most appropriate: 

 

   Shane: Keep behind me.  It’ll be all right. Everything will be fine ….     
   Denise: What are you going to do - open a bottle for them?  
  

 … Shane takes his responsibility to look after them seriously 
 … Denise thinks Shane is just playing self-appointed saviour again 
 … Shane is acting out what he saw in the adventure films 
 … Denise is trying to keep things light because she is afraid herself 
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8. Angus doesn’t want ‘help’. Read through the next few lines (text, p.  19).  How would you describe the 
reactions of the other characters? For each character, choose one of the suggestions below. Say why.  

 

Shane:  cool – not interested – in charge of things – inconsiderate – or what? 
Leanne:  helpless – simple-minded – emotional – dependent – or what? 
Denise:   thoughtful – sympathetic – realistic – solution-oriented – or what? 

 
9. Angus’ Diary: Fill out the grid below: 

 

when who where what 

    
    
    

 
10. Skim-scan read the text (p. 19 – end of scene). Put the following statements into the right order, drawing 

lines. The first one has been done for you. Compare with other colleagues. Have you got it right? 
 

Angus tells Shane to leave Denise alone.       1 

Shane thinks they should all stay together in case something terrible happens.  2 

 Leanne is worried that they might die before the taxi picks them up on Monday  3 

 Shane is going to dig a hole to st up a trap.       4 

 Denise makes fun of Shane by asking him if he’s brought a bow and arrow.  5 

Angus’s ankle should be alright by Monday.      6 

Shane thinks Denise is very negative and unhelpful.     7 

Denise suggests one of them should go for help.      8 

 Shane loves the idea of catching a rabbit.      9 

 Leanne tells Shane she’s not a nurse and can’t help Angus.                10 

Shane insists that Denise is ruining everything for the others.                11 

 Leanne thinks they could pick berries and fruit.                                                                          12 
 

11. Have a look at these words and phrases: 
         

a.    What does Shane mean by there’s safety in numbers? Is there a similar expression in German? 
 
    …………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

b. When do you say give me a break? Check the meaning, then write down two sentences using 
the phrase: 

 

   ........................................................................................................................................ 
 

........................................................................................................................................ 
 

c. Have you ever come across the expression he/she is totally negged out? Is it in the dictionary? 
Google it/check it in a dictionary. Is it standard language? If not, what kind of language is it? 
 

12. At the end of Scene 2, ‘replay’ it in your mind. Which of the characters struck (-> von ‘strike’: vorkommen) you as 
the most sensible, which as the most useless? Talk to a partner or discuss it in class. Say why you think so.  
         

a. Do you agree with Shane that Denise is negative and has done nothing but complain? Is this really 
true? Talk to a partner and in small groups. Say why/why not. Find some examples in the text. 

 

b. Look up the phrase ‘happy-go-lucky’. Do you think this describes Angus’ character? Why/why not? 
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Scene 3 – Late Saturday morning 
 

1. Read through the stage directions.  
 

a. If you take a bite out of something, you ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

b. To double-take on someone or something means ………………………………………………………………. 
 

2. Right or wrong? Look at the sentences below and mark them R for Right and W for Wrong: 
 

Leanne makes sure nobody sees her eating her sandwich.    ….. 

Shane wants to use the bacon as a bait for his rabbit trap.    ….. 

Denise has found a nice camp site with little stream and some wild berries.  ….. 

Leanne thinks you can only eat mushrooms you have bought in the supermarket. …..  

Denise’s parents and brother know about her camping trip.    ….. 

Angus’ leg is hurting him a lot and he cannot stand for long.    ….. 

Shane wants Angus to set up and watch a rabbit trap.     ….. 

The quickest way to dry matches is to stick them in your hair.    ….. 

After a while a hare gets caught in the trap.      ….. 

Shane doesn’t mind cutting the hare’s throat.      ….. 
 

3. Shane reminds Leanne that they are all in this together. What do you think? Are they? Or is this just 
another one of Shane’s statements? Say why/why not. Work with a partner or in small groups. 
 

a. How do you feel about Leanne suggesting to pick berries and fruit (Scene 2), knowing she’s 
got a sandwich in her bag? Tick one of the options and say why. 

 

 two-faced             mean              unfair              clever           or ……………… 
 

b. How about Shane? He takes Leanne’s sandwich to use as a bait, but not without taking a bite 
out of it himself. Again, choose one and say why. 

 

   typical             egotistical            dishonest            deceitful           or ……………… 
 

c. Don’t be daft is another way of saying ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

d. What happens to people or things when they are screened? With your partner or in your 
group, find a few examples that illustrate the meaning of the term. 

 
4. Do you like picking mushrooms? Of yes, do you usually find quite a few? Can you tell which ones are 

edible and which are poisonous? If not, do you know somebody who can? 
 

a.    Would you eat uncooked mushrooms (i.e. ones you have just picked)? Leanne thinks  
 
  they are  …………………………………………………………. Do you agree? Say why/why not. 
 

b.    Look up the protein content of mushrooms (Biology textbooks, Google). Is it really so high? 
 

c. Find a poster showing the different types of mushrooms, giving their names/information on 
edibility, to put up in class. If you can get hold of pictures or photographs, you may want to 
collage your own mushrooms and toadstools poster. 

 

d. Find a poster showing the different types of mushrooms, giving their names and information 
on edibility, to put up in class. If you can get hold of pictures or photographs, you may want 
to collage your own mushrooms and toadstools poster. 

 

e. If you like mushrooms, what is your favourite mushroom dish (e.g. pizza funghi, etc.)? Share 
the recipe with colleagues who are interested. 
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5. Talk to a partner. Why, do you think, is Denise blushing when Leanne talks about Shane? Do you agree? 
 

6. What do we know about the girls’ families? Compare with task 20/p. 5. Then complete the sentences: 
 

Denise’s mum and dad ……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Leanne’s mum ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

7. Leanne says she couldn’t exist without a mobile phone (task 4/p. 10). What is Denise’s view on this?  
 

a.    How about you? Can you live without your mobile phone? How long for? Discuss this in small 
       groups or in class. 
b.    Write a blog post about your Smartphone habits.   

 
8. Do you think it’s safe to drink pure mountain water from a small river or should it be boiled? How pure 

are mountain streams these days? Google it and/or find websites dealing with the issue. Also ask your 
Biology/Geography teachers. What do they think? 

 
9. How does Shane plan to catch a rabbit? What does he need Angus for? Complete the sentences: 

 
Shane used the ………………………………………………… to ……………………………………………….. . Then he put  
 
………………………………………………………………… into it. He hopes to …………………………………………………… 
 
a rabbit. Then he ……………………………………………………… a stone ……………………………………………………. 
 
and tied …………………………………………………………………. Angus has to ……………………………………………… 
 
and pull ……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
10. What does the expression this had better be good mean? ………………………………………………………………. 

 
11. In the meantime, Denise put some matches into her hair – which seems to irritate Shane. 

 

a.  Is it correct that the quickest way to dry matches is to stick them in your hair? Google it and    
 check if this is really true. 

 

              b.    In groups, collect information on the National Curriculum in the UK and Scotland and put 
together a fact sheet or poster on the GCSE. You’ll find details in background books on the   
UK, or on various websites online. Note down a website you found particularly informative: 

 
www. ………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

 

c.    Compare and contrast it to the Austrian school system. Which website(s) did you use? 
 

www. ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

d. Which system would you prefer? Discuss this in your group and explain why you think so. 
 

12. Shane seems pretty unfair and nasty to Denise. Why is that, do you think? Tick one of the boxes and tell a 
partner why you think so: 
 

 he is jealous and doesn’t like to admit that she is a better student than he is 
 this is how he ticks: he is male, has read a survival book and therefore he is the leader 
 he gets angry when she is right/knows what to do 
 he is secretly in love with Denise and wants to impress her (which isn’t working)  
 

 or ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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13. Do you agree with Shane that, by sticking them into her hair and drying them, Denise is wasting the 
matches or messing about? Work with a partner and agree on one of the following statements: 

 

 yes; after all, the matches are the only ones they’ve got 
 no; damp maches are no good anyway; fortunately she knows what to do 
 that’s a very stupid thing to say; he should stop and think first  

 
14. Do you feel that Denise thinks she is God’s gift to everything? Do you think she feels superior to the 

others in some way? Decide for yourself first (yes or no), then find three colleagues who agree with you 
and exchange views. 

 
15. Leanne, on the other hand, has high praise for Shane (text, p. 24). What do you think? 

 

 that’s just embarrassing 
 she is really impressed how brilliant he is 
 looks like she’s sucking up to him (-> reinkriechen) 
 she feels happy, relieved and grateful 

 
16. Just a reminder – as the play progresses and you get to know the characters better, don’t forget to make 

corresponding notes in the respective quadrants on your character sheet. 
 

17. Time for action! 
In groups of four (ideally two girls and two boys), act out the rabbit scene (i.e. watching the trap, the hare 
appearing, getting caught, and the cheering afterwards). Make it very dramatic and full of suspense and 
feeling; watch your facial expressions, body language and gestures, voice and pitch. You can also extend   
the scenario if you like (add more funny bits or draw out the moments of the hare sniffing around, moving 
closer to the trap, stopping, etc.). When you’re happy with your performance, ask a colleague to video it. 
Finally, watch your video clips in class and decide which group gave the funniest and/or the most thrilling 
performance. 

 
18. What is the difference between a rabbit and a hare? Google it or check your Biology textbook(s). 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
19. Translate the following sentences into German. A monolingual (usage) dictionary will help you, too. 

 

  At least we get to eat now. ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
  Once I’ve done my homework, do I get to watch TV?............................................................ 
   

For once in his life he got to drive a Jaguar. ……………………………………………………………………… 
 

20. Shane, Angus and Leanne are looking forward to food. Denise points out that the hare has to be killed 
before it can be cooked. She describes the process in detail. Do you think she is  
 

 realistic/down-to-earth         or             negative/ruining everything for the others 
 

a. How about you? Would/could you kill an animal on a camping weekend? With a partner, 
exchange views and choose one of the options or add your own: 

 

 no, never – I’d rather starve 
 only if there is really absolutely no other way 
 yes, if it’s a matter of survival (of more people than just myself) 

 
 or …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

    
21. Each of the characters has different reasons not wanting/being able to kill the animal. Complete the 

sentences: 
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Leanne: ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Shane: ………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 

Denise: ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Angus: ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

22. I’ve caught the bloody thing. Do I have to do all the work myself? Has Shane really caught it himself? 
 

a. Which of the following statements is for you most appropriate? 
 

 he set up a trap – he didn’t actually hunt it 
 it’s always him, him, him – this is getting repetitive/boring 
 yes, why doesn’t he – or is he too much of a coward? 
 does he have a Denise is better than me-complex?  

 

b. The situation is turning more and more into a power struggle between Shane and Denise. 
Denise keeps challenging Shane’s pride, and nobody seems to listen to Leanne and Angus any 
more. Talk to a partner and figure out what’s happening here, and why. 

 

c. Explain Shane’s statement about Denise being clever, brave, and high and mighty. What kind 
of emotion might prompt this statement? 

 
23. If someone is all mouth, he/she ……………………………………………………………………………................................... 

 

Also, compare the following sentences and find the right equivalent in German: 
  He’s quite daring / Don’t you dare take that money! / You daren’t even pick it up! / 
  I daresay he’s going to win! / Go on! I dare you! / He stole the car for a dare. 
 

24. Eventually Denise goes to the trap, picks up the hare and lets it go. What is Shane’s reaction when she 
points out that he wouldn’t have killed it anyway and that she is a vegetarian?  
 

a. Which of the nouns below best describes Shane’s emotions at this moment, do you think? 
 

desperation – hatred – relief – disbelief – anger – envy – rage – resentment – or what? 
 

b. What did she do that for means ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 

c. Was Denise really moaning, whinging and criticizing all the time? If not, why would Shane 
perceive it this way? Exchange views with a partner or in class. 

 
25. Shane is getting more and more worked up. With a partner, look at the text, p. 26. Underline or highlight 

all words/phrases that imply something negative. Compare with other pairs. 
 

a. Is Shane really being reasonable? Does he actually have the right to send Denise away?  
 

b. Go back to task 3, p. 12 and look at Shane’s statement. Is it really a joint decision that Denise 
  should leave the camp?  
 

c. Both, Leanne and Angus, are trying to calm him down. Is he listening to them? Why/why not? 
 

d. Why, do you think, is he telling her which way to go? Do you think she needs directions? 
 

26. Denise walks away calmly. Why is that, do you think? With a partner, decide on one of the options below. 
Then compare with other pairs. 
 

 she’s just had enough of Shane’s ego/self-centredness/pride 
 perhaps she knows something the others don’t 
 she knows she’s better off without them 
 she is sad; she quite likes Shane but he doesn’t like her at all 

 

27. If Shane told you to shut up in this situation, what would you do? Shout at him? Kick him? Or what? Why? 
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Scene 4 – Saturday evening 
 

1. Look at the stage directions. While the others are in the tent, Denise is collecting camping gear from their 
campsite and Angus’ backpack. They can hear her move around but don’t know who it is.  

 

 a. Angus tries to make fun of the situation. Do the other characters appreciate the humour? 
   Underline or highlight any ‘funny’ statements in the text (p. 26-27).  
 

 b.  Shane insults Angus again. How does Angus react? Is he  
 

      angry           indifferent          sarcastic      good-natured           or ……………… 
 

2. Angus’ Diary: Fill out the grid below: 
 

when who where what 

    
    

 
3. How long is it since they have last had anything to eat? …………………………………………………………………………… 

 
4. What kind of food are they dreaming of? Look at the text (p. 27). Which dishes are traditionally British? 

 

  a. Which of these foods do you like? Are there any you don’t like at all? Tick the boxes below. Add    
three more dishes to the list. Then go round the classroom and talk to your colleagues. Find at 
least 3 with similar/identical lists and likes/dislikes! 

 

dish I love it and could 
live on it alone 

It’s ok – once in a 
while 

No way – I don’t 
like it at all 

hamburger    
pizza    

cheese on toast    
chocolate    

fish and chips    
sausage and beans    

apple pie    
Coke    
Pepsi    

    
    
    

 
5. In control again (or is he?), Shane decides they should take turns keeping watch. What does he want them 

to do? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
6. Leanne thinks Shane is being bossy and dead moody now and that he was out of order sending Denise 

away.  
If someone is bossy, he/she ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Look at the following sentences and decide what the meaning of the adverb dead is: ………………….... 
 

  dead moody      dead tired       dead easy         dead beat           dead right             
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Out of order? Find synonyms for the phrase in the different contexts: 
 

 ‘Sorry, the coffee machine is out of order!’ ……………………………………………………… 
  
 He was well out of order hitting that kid! ……………………………………………………… 
 
 All the sheets on her desk were out of order. ……………………………………………………… 

 
7. Refer back to task 15, p.14. Leanne seems to have changed her mind about Shane somewhat. How?  

Complete the sentences (if necessary, read through at the text, p. 27-28) 
 

He was …………………………………………………………………. He shouldn’t …………………………………………………. 
 
………………………… . He had …………………………………………… . Who ……………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………, anyway? 

 
28. Angus and Leanne are wondering what Denise may have done after Shane sent her away. Her things are still 

in the tent.  
a. Which of the options do you agree with? 

 

 Leanne is worried that something might happen to Denise 
 Angus thinks she’ gone back to London  
 Denise might have made camp elsewhere 

 

b. Talk to a partner or in small goups. What would you have done in a similar situation? Why? 
 

c. Write a diary/blog entry about the way you felt when you told to leave the camp (i.e. angry, 
  terrified, etc.). Try to describe your feelings as accurate as possible (adjectives, adverbs!) 
 

8. They think about a …………………………………………………….. and a ……………………………………………………… when they  
 
suddenly smell ………………………………………………………………………………… .  

 
9. Read through the text on p. 28-29. Discuss the situation with a partner or in small groups, considering the 

points below: 
 

a. Why, do you think, does Shane not show some initiative (i.e. finding out who is cooking   
 somewhere nearby, asking them to share)? After all, he told the others to ’use your initiative’. 
 

b. Which of the words for you best describes Shane’s response to Leanne pointing out that  
 someone is having food out there? 
 

  relieved – superior – cynical – pleased – sarcastic – interested – indifferent – or what? 
 

c. Who does Leanne blame for ‘being in this mess’? How does she feel about his ‘leadership  
 qualities’? What does she want him to do? 

 

d. How do things look from Shane’s perspective? Obviously he does not like being criticised. In the  
text (top of p. 29), underline or highlight all statements that you feel are not true/unfair. 
 

e. Which of the statements do you agree with? Or would you like to add your own comment? 
 

 Shane is always putting the blame on somebody else 
 he tends to talk down to other people and belittles them 
 he just likes to give orders – a real know-it-all wannabe (-> obergescheiter Möchtegern) 
 deep down he’s probably shy and insecure and makes up for it by playing the boss 

 
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

f. Do you agree that Angus and Leanne are not capable of thinking for themselves? Why/why not? 
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g. Why does he suddenly pass on the leadership role to Leanne, do you think? Talk about this  
  with a partner or in groups. 

 

 he’s taking the easy way out      he’s at a loss 
 he’s lost confidence       he’s offended/peeved 
 

h. He tells them that the Gaz stove and the matches have gone. Why, do you think, is he using  
 words like creepy and lunatic? What kind of emotion/atmosphere is he creating? 

 

       panic       angst*/fear           uncertainty           madness 
 

 (*angst is a German loan word in English; it expresses a certain type of fear. Can you find out which?) 
 

10. Just a reminder – now is probably a good time to update your character sheet. 
 

11. True or false? Look at the sentences below and mark them T for True and F for False; in case of F, say why! 
 

Shane is creating an eerie atmosphere to frighten Leanne.    ….. 

Denise appears, screaming loudly, and takes Shane’s rucksack.    ….. 

The two boys disappear into the tent and hide there.     ….. 

Leanne is terrified and almost faints.       …..  

Angus thinks Danise is dangerous and has a weapon.     ….. 

Shane blames Angus that Denise was invited to come along.    ….. 

He tells Leanne to keep watch and walks away.      ….. 

Denise tells Leanne that has heard everything Angus was saying about her.  ….. 

She’s got her own campsite and made a tent out of plastic bags.    ….. 

She offers Leanne something to eat and a cup of coffee.     ….. 
 

12. Why, do you think, is Denise putting on this show? Tick one of the boxes and say why you think so. Is it  
 

 funny        stupid          crazy           frightening          mischievous          irritating  
 

13. What does the coast is clear mean? …………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

14. Look at the text, p. 30 – 31. Highlight or underline all references to Denise being ‘mad’.  
Look at following words/phrases, all denoting ‘mentally challenged’. Which ones do you like best? 
 

 unstable  bonkers    one sandwich short of a picknick 
deranged  mental   not firing from all four cylinders 
nuts   weird   off her rocker 
bats    loony   one can short of a six-pack 
gaga   screwy   cracked up 

 fruitcake  bananas  off her head 
crazy   strange   insane 

 

If someone is bonkers, he/she is ………………………………………………………………………. If you drive somebody bonkers,  
 
you ……………………………………………………………………………. What is a mad-axe woman? ………………………………………. 

 
…………………………………………………………. What does  Shane mean when he calls Denise a fruitcake? ………………….. 
 
............................................................................................. 😊 Is Lady Gaga really gaga, do you think? …………………… 
 
If you ask somebody how come, what do you want to know? ……………………………………………………………………………. 
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15. Shane immediately blames Leanne for bringing Denise along. How does Angus feel about this? Do you 
agree with Angus? Talk to a partner. Why/why not? 
 

16. Shane apparently has quite a strong aversion against Denise. In pairs, or small groups, exchange views 
and try to work out what his problem could be. 

 
17. Compare the following sentences and look at the meaning of the phrases: 

 

Get off my back, will you? It’s be-nice-to-Helena day. 
After all, it’s blame-Shane-night. 
Next week is take-care-of-your-pet-week. 

 
18. Leanne points out that Denise’s state of mind can’t be too bad as she is having food while they are not.   

a. How does Shane react? 
 

 he doesn’t answer at all    
 he’s changing the topic 
 he ignores what Leanne is saying 

 

b. Do you think the above behaviour is typical for Shane? Look through your text booklet and find  
passages where he reacts in a similar way: either he’s not listening at all, he ignores what the 
others are saying, or he tells them to shut up. Exchange views on this with a partner or in class. 

 
19. How does Denise persuade Leanne to join her at her new campsite? Work with a partner. In the text (p. 

31) underline all words which create a positive, relaxed atmosphere. If Denise offered this to you, would 
you join her? Say why/why not. 

 
20. Don’t forget to update your character sheet and fill in recent/new information into the quadrants.  

 
21. Time for action! 

Act out the scene between Leanne and Denise. Convince your partner (= Leanne) that your campsite is 
nicer, and things are generally more pleasant and organised without the boys. Be really persuasive and 
use lots of ‘feel-good’ images and words. 

 
Scene 5 – Sunday morning 

 
1. When Shane wakes up on Sunday morning, he’s on his own. His first reaction is ……………………………………………….. 

 
2. Which three words or phrases do you think aptly describe Shane’s attempts to open the can of beans?  

 

a. One of you is the secretary and writes all words/phrases that the class calls out on the  
 blackboard/flipchart. 
 

                 ………………………………………  ………………………………………               ………………………………………             
   

b. Find synonyms (words with similar meanings) to the following adjectives. Use your dictionary. 
 
    snivelling …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
  snidey ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
c. To smash something to a pulp means …………………………………………………………………… 

 
  If you frighten somebody into submission, you ………………………………………………………  
 

3. Angus has been watching Shane hitting the can. Shane pretends nothing has happened. Work with a partner and 
choose one of the statements. Say why. Do you agree?             
When he hears about Denise’s camp, he ... 
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 … is relieved that Denise is ok   
 … is angry and feels that Angus and Leanne have deserted him 
 … is pleased that there’s some breakfast 
 … is going to attack Denise’s camp to get ‘his/their stuff back’ 

 
4. How is Shane planning to attack/invade the other camp? Do you think this is 

 

 unfair  stupid             violent            aggressive               justified 
 

5. What is wrong if you’ve got the wrong end of the stick? …………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

6. Shane calls Angus a ………………………………………………. He feels it’s no longer being in this weekend thing together,  
 
it’s ……………………………………… .  
 

7. Put yourself into Shane’s position for a moment. How would you feel if this happened to you? What 
would you do? Talk to a partner or in small groups. Decide on one of the options or write down your own. 
Exchange views with other pairs/groups. 

 I’m angry and disappointed and am going to talk to them   
 I don’t care; I ignore them and go home 
 I feel left out and let them know that they’ve hurt me 
 I know they need me because they can’t get anything right, anyway 

 
 or:  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
8. Do you think Angus is the right person to get the tent off Shane? Why/why not? 

 
9. Might. Short for I might. Which other ways of expressing possibility can you think of. Work in groups. Make 

a list and add at least one sample sentence for each. 
 

10. Skim-scan read the text on p. 33-34. Then put the following sentences in the right order, numbering them 
from 1- 12: 

 

…..  Leanne is no longer interested in Shane.    

…..  Denise challenges Shane because they all had a miserable time because of him. 

….. Shane changes his own rules and is preparing for a fight. 

….. Angus grabs the trowel but Shane thinks he wants to attack him and cowers. 

…..  Leanne thinks tying Shane up is a bit much because he is scared and won’t attack them. 

….. Angus is much too friendly so Denise requisitions the tent. 

…..      Denise declares Shane voted off the team. 

…..      As Shane is cowering, Denise jumps on him and begins to tie him up with a piece of string. 

…..      Shane changes his own rules and is preparing for a fight. 

…..  Denise tells Leanne that now is her chance to get close to Shane. 

…..      Shane lets them have the tent although he paid for it. 

…..  Angus has stomach pains and desperately needs to go to the toilet.  
 

11. I’d like to see you try means ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

If you couldn’t organise a party in a brewery, you ………………………………………………………………………… 
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 Find synonyms for the following words and write them down: you’re finished …………………………………………………,  
 
 deposed ………………………………………………,  ousted …………………………………………………. 
 
  If someone is the weakest link, he/she is …………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Look at the uses of ‘having’ in different contexts and find the appropriate German translations: 
  
 

Stop doing that. I’m not having it! ……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
You’re not having my tent, full stop. …………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
They warned him but he wasn’t having any of it. ………………………………………………………………………. 

 
12. There weren’t any entries into Angus’ diary for a while. Why?  

 

a. Look at the text, p. 28-29. Angus was told to ……………………………………………………………………. 
 

b. On p. 33, Denise quotes Angus’: … Day three and Shane is voted off the team … . Is she being 
  funny? Sarcastic? Nasty? Or what do you think? 
 

c. Who actually voted Shane off the team? Is Denise speaking for all three of them?  
 

d. According to Denise, what is Rule one in survival? ……………………………………………………………. 
 

e. Does Shane agree? Or has he changed his own rules? Another entry in your ‘Shane’s statements  
  and rules’-list? 
 

13. Look at Shane’s statement Fancy your chances. How does it feel to you? Is it 
   

a. a challenge  b. a threat          c. a statement of fact d. a …………………………… 
 

14. What, do you think, is Denise implying when she tells Leanne that this is her chance now? Any ideas? 
 

15. How do Leanne and Angus feel about Denise taking Shane hostage?  
 

a.    Fill in the blanks, then talk to a partner and exchange views – what do you think? 
 

Leanne: it’s ………………………………… Angus: it’s ………………………………… 
 

b.    Can you think of other words for harsh in this context? With a partner, find at least three! 
 

16. Angus sounds relieved when he tells them he ‘just made it’. Look at the phrase in different contexts and find  
appropriate German translations:  

I was stuck in a traffic jam going to the airport. I didn’t think I’d make it. 
Peter ran down the road and just made it to the bus stop. 

    How about another meeting, then. When could you make it? 
    She really made it big in the pop music world. 
    She just made it to the front door before collapsing. 
 

17. How is Denise ‘selling herself’ to them as their new team leader? With a partner or in small groups, discuss this 
and compare with other pairs/groups. 

 

a.    Look at your character sheet. What is your impression of Denise so far (e.g. good student,  
    practical, etc.). How does she describe herself now (p. 35)? 
 
 

    … someone who …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

b.    How does Angus respond to the ‘new Denise’? Is he … 
    

    put off      fascinated       disappointed        surprised       or  ………  
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c.    She’s got a point means ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

d.    Situation: Denise is applying for a (management = leadership) job and is writing a covering  
letter (-> Motivationsschreiben) to send together with her CV. In groups, first make a list of all her 
characteristics we know of. Then write the letter. Bear in mind that this is the first impression a 
future employer gets from a person he hasn’t met/hasn’t spoken to yet. What would he/she 
expect from a  new employee/new manager? Pair up in 2 groups: one group is ‘Denise’, the other 
the ‘HR manager’  (-> Human Resources, Personalabteilung). The HR-group reads Denise’s letter and 
decides (on the basis  of the letter) if they want to meet/interview her. Then reverse roles and 
repeat the process. How ‘effective’ were your respective letters? Continue until all groups have 
read out their applications. 

 
18. Suddenly something happens between Denise and Angus ……………………………………………………………………. 

What do you think? Talk to a partner and say why. Are you … 
 

 fascinated          pleased          confused          indifferent   or ……………………… 
 

19. The kiss has a certain effect on both, Angus and Denise. However … not in the same way. What happens? 
Mark the sentences T for True or F for False: 

 

Both, Angus and Denise, have butterflies in their tummy.   ….. 

Shane watches the scene makes rather insulting comments.  ….. 

Leanne still thinks it was a good idea to tie Shane up.   ….. 

She knows that he’s completely incompetent as a leader.   ….. 

Angus thinks both, Shane and Denise, are very similar.   ….. 

  Denise has improved things because she is smart and practical.  ….. 

  Like Shane, she gives them orders and does not listen.   ….. 

  Leanne realises now what’s really going on.    ….. 
   

20. Leanne tells Shane and Denise that they ‘were playing at soldiers’. What does she mean? .............................. 
 

‘Dissension in the ranks’ – what is Shane saying? …………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 

What is dissension? What is a dissenter? In which context does the word usually come up? ………………………… 
 

21. Look at the exchange between Leanne, Denise and Shane (p. 36). With a partner or in small groups, discuss 
the situation. Consider the statements below: 

 

a. Leanne tells Denise she doesn’t listen (just like Shane). Underline all these passages in the text. 
b. Who does Shane think Denise is in love with? Is he right? 
c. Shane repeats Angus’ compliment (Denise is beautiful in the wilds). Is he serious or sarcastic? 
d. Do you think he only repeats it because he’s hoping Denise will kiss him, too? Why/why not? 
e. Who has Shane really got where she wants him – Leanne or Denise? Why/how? 
f. Why does he hang his head, do you think? Because he feels … 

 

 confused         sad           like a loser      tired/hungry            or …….                       
 

g. Denise says that Shane ‘is a bit tied up’. Compare this with the following sentences, explain the 
different contexts and find appropriate translations in German. 
 

I was hoping we could meet for a drink but my friend was still tied up in the office. 
Since he has left her, she is completely tied up in knots. 

  
22. Attention! Did you discover any character traits you weren’t of aware before? Add them to your character 

sheet. Who is your favourite character at the moment? Talk to a partner and say why. Do you agree? 
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23. Time for action!  
 

a. Act out a ‘job interview’ between Denise and a HR manager. Make sure you ‘sell yourself’ really  
 well (e.g. self-confidence, nice clothes, not checking Whatsapp during the interview, etc.) 
 

b. If you have time and feel like a bit of a change, watch the following video clip. There are four  
 candidates being interviewed. How do they interact with the interviewer? Suddenly some- 
 thing unexpected happens. Watch their reactions. Then discuss them (in groups or in class).
 Who, do you think, is most likely to get the job? Why? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynvKWYvyCqw 
 

Scene 6 – Late Sunday morning 
 

1. Scene 5 ends with Denise going into the tent. Where is Angus? Tick the correct option below. If you are not  
   sure, re-read the text, p. 35-36. Compare with some colleages. Are you all in angreement? If not, why not? 

 

 he’s already in the tent 
 he’s helping Leanne take the tent down 
 he’s behind the hedge (with the trowel!) 
 he’s just standing there, watching the others 

 
2.   When Shane asks him why rolling up two sleeping bags takes 30 minutes, Angus just grins. Why, do you     
     think? What might have happened in the tent? 

 
3.   Now it’s actually Shane who’s adding a ‘diary entry’: Day three and Angus and Denise find love. Does Shane 
       know or is he just suspecting it? Talk to a partner and exchange views. 

 

a.    Look at the Diary and fill in the grid below:  
 

when who where what 

    
 

4. Angus thinks the ‘diary-thing’ is no longer funny now. Can you guess why? 
 

5. Did you expect anything like that to happen? Work with a partner or in small groups, considering the options 
below: 

  something was bound to happen, but I wasn’t sure what 
  I was rather hoping Shane and Denise were going to get together 
  now Leanne has got the chance to chat up Shane 
  I don’t really care who’s doing what with whom  

 
6. Shane asks Angus to untie him. Right or wrong? Put R for right and W for wrong next to the sentences     

below:  
Shane has been tied up all night and he wants to lie down.  ….. 

The string is cutting into his skin and his arms and feet are numb.  ….. 

He also needs to use the latrine.      ….. 

Denise doesn’t want Angus to untie Shane.    ….. 

Shane is jealous because Leanne preferred Angus to him.   ….. 

Denise tells Angus that Shane is only provoking him.   ….. 

Leanne has found lots of strawberries.     ….. 

Angus’ stomach is still giving him trouble.    ….. 
 

7. ‘Be a pal and untie us’. Which pronoun would you normally expect? …………………. Why, do you think, does 
Shane use the 1st person plural? Who else is known to be talking about themselves in 1st person plural?  
Google it or check in a dictionary.  
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8.  What do you think Shane is referring to when he talks about Tenerife tummy, Delhi belly, Ionappa guts1?        
Check if you can find these words in your dictionary? If not, try Google. (Tip: think about drinking unboiled water or 
eating raw foods when on holiday in hot countries).  
Do you know a similar expression for this condition in German? 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
9.  Does Shane really have a stomach problem, or is he just saying it so that Angus unties him? What do you   

         think?  Compare with colleagues. Do you all agree? 
 

 Shane hasn’t eaten any berries, therefore he can’t have an upset stomach 
 Shane is not feeling too good: no food, tied up, and jealous; that could give him a stomach ache 

 
 or ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

10.  Is Shane really jealous, do you think? Why would he be? After all, he was very nasty to Denise and sent her 
 away. Work with a partner or in small groups and try to work it out (see tasks below). 

 

a. Do you remember all the things he called her? (cf task 14, p. 18) 
 

b. If you are winding someone up, you ……………………………………………………………………. 
 

  What else can you wind up? ……………………………………………………………   
 

11.  Leanne hasn’t got any berries. Instead, she has …………………………………….. . Talk to a partner about how the 
 individual characters respond to this bit of news. Put a few keywords into the respective columns below: 

 
Angus Denise Shane 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
12.  Leanne thinks there are more important things than food. How do the others react to this statement? 
 

The boys ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Denise ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

13.  What are those things? …………………………………………, ……………………………………………., ……………………………………. 
 

a. Leanne is only going to use the tin opener under one condition. What is it? 
 

b. Why does Denise think Leanne is ‘playing games’? Choose one of the options below and say 
why. Exchange views with a partner. 

 

 she does not believe Leanne is really serious about this  
 she thinks Leanne is not really confident enough to pull it through 
 she does not trust Shane and thinks the others don’t, either 
 she has not realised that she is no longer in a position of power 

 
 or ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

                                                      
1 You might not be able to find any references to Ionappa. You could try Ayia Napa (Cyprus) but there are no references to indigestion. 
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c. Look at task 10, p. 24. Angus is still talking about food. Is he not listening? Is it a matter of not 
wanting to know? Of keeping out of things? What do you think? Talk to a partner. Do you 
agree? Why/why not. 
 

d. What about Denise? ‘It’s a choice between me or him’. What is her problem, do you think? 
 

e. Finally look at Leanne’s statement: ‘there is no choice. We’re all on the same side. My side.’ 
What is happening here? Discuss it in small groups. 

 
14.  Why, do you think, does Shane ‘not mind being tied up’, all of a sudden? Why does Denise really release 

   him? Think about it, then write a short paragraph, listing your arguments.  
 

15.  Roles have changed: now Leanne is giving orders. Look at the text (p. 38, bottom) when she tells Angus   
  ‘I want you to finish up …’  
 

a. Do you feel this is a nice/polite way of asking somebody to do something? Why/why not? 
 

b.  Degrees of politeness. Work in small groups. Look at the words/phrases below and decide in 
 which situation you would say what to whom (i.e. not polite at all - extremely polite) 
 

    Could you please … / … do that … / I’d like you to … / … would you … /   
   I wonder if you would be so kind as to … / … I want this done by … /    
   … I expect you to … / please have it finished by … / … can you … /    
   I’d be grateful if you could … / … come on, let’s … / … you have to … /   
   I wonder if … / or ………………………………. 

 

 c. How does Leanne feel now as ‘team leader’? Look at the text (p. 38/39). Who appointed her?  
   What gives her power? Which other symbols of power does she mention? 
 

   Mayors: …………………………………………     the Queen: ..................................................  
 

d.     Can you think of other symbols of power (e.g. the Pope, a clan chief, etc.). Use Google to find  
 at least three and explain their meaning. 
 

 e.     Have you ever seen Mayors’ chains? What do they symbolise? Refer to Google again. 
 

16.  How does Leanne feel about the other characters? Fill in the grid (e.g. +  = like/ -  = doesn’t like): 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

17.  Character sheet! At this stage it might be a good idea to update your character sheet again! Add any  
 necessary details.  

 
18.  Does Leanne actually want to be ‘the leader’? Do you agree with her when she says they don’t need any? 

 Talk to a partner, in a small group, or have a class discussion. 
 

19.  How did Leanne get hold of the tin opener and the other food she has in her bag? Look at the sentence 
 below and mark them T for True and F for False. If F, say why. 
 

Shane +  
 

 -  
 

Denise +  
 

 -  
 

Angus +  
 

 -  
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Leanne went looking for strawberries and mushrooms.     ….. 

She went along a path leading to a small restaurant.     ….. 

It was closed but she rang the bell and a woman opened the door.   ….. 

The woman’s name is Gwen and she had a good laugh hearing their story.  …..  

She gave Denise bread, milk and butter.       ….. 

Gwen also offered to drive them to the station.      ….. 

Angus has the tin opener now and is going to start cooking.    ….. 

For once Shane and Denise are in agreement: they want to go home.   ….. 
 

20.  What does hilarious mean? Find at least three synonyms and write down sample sentences, using them in 
  the right context: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
21.  Why does Shane want to leave the camp? Tick one of the options or add your own. Say why. Talk to a   

 partner. Do you agree? Why/why not? 
 

 he is sad about Denise and wants to be alone 
 he has to admit that he has failed as a leader 
 his pride is hurt and he feels humiliated  

 
 or …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
22.  Why, do you think, does Denise agree with him? What could be her reason(s) for wanting to leave? See the 

 instructions  above. 
 

 she isn’t sure if kissing Angus was a good idea 
 she want to have a meal in the café at the train station 
 she is irritated because she is not used to fail 

 
 or …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
23.  Leanne has decided to stay on and enjoy the rest of the weekend. How has she changed? Again, follow the 

 instructions  above.  
 

 she feels strong now that the others have proved vulnerable 
 she wants to do what she came for: have a fun weeked 
 she realises that she should not have relied on others but get active herself 

 
 or …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
24.  What are the two things Leanne has discovered in those three days?  

 

1. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

2. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
25.  Do you agree with what Leanne is saying about responsibility? Discuss this issue in class. 
 

a. Sit back and think quietly for a few minutes. Have you ever been in a situation/situations when 
you weren’t happy/satisfied but you were simply too lazy/inactive to do anything about it?  
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When you were waiting for somebody else to take the initiative? What, if anything, did you 
learn from this experience(s)?  

 

b. Either find a partner to exchange views, or write a diary-entry/blog post about what happened 
and what has changed /how you have changed since. 

 
26.  Leanne has decided she is staying. Denise suggests asking Gwen for a lift. What about the boys? Complete 

 the sentences.  
 

   Shane ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
   Angus ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

a. ‘Come on, Angus’. Apparently Denise automatically assumes Angus is going home, too. When 
he tells her he’s staying, how does she respond? Choose one of the options and say why. 

 

 she is worried that Angus might be ‘having fun’ with Leanne 
 she is jealous if Leanne and Angus are on their own 
 she is trying to make him feel guilty for letting her go on her own 
 she is clever enough to find her way, so why is she playing naïve? 

 

b. Angus is, in a way, making the decision to stay for her. How, do you think, does this make her 
feel?  

 

  happy             pleased             loved             cared for             or ……………… 
 

27.  Read through the final stage directions (text, p. 40). Why, do you think, are doves cooing in the end? What, if 
 anything, might happen with Shane and Leanne? Is this a happy end? Talk to a partner. Say why/why not. 

 
 

 
 

1.   Did you like the play? Why/why not? What’s your overall impression?  

2.   Which of the characters did you like best or could you most identify with? 

3.   Did you expect the play to end the way it does? Why/why not?  

4.   If not, what kind of different scenario did you have in mind?  

5.   How do the characters change in the course of the play? 
Take your character sheet and, with a different colour for each character, draw lines, depending on   
how the relationship between them change (e.g. from ‘leader’ to ‘loser’; etc.) 
 At the beginning of this worksheet, you were asked to guess what kind of relationship(s) there was/ 

 were between the characters. Who were you right about? 

 6.   There are several important and interesting topics in this play. Look at the list and tick two options which  
   you have been giving a lot of thought while reading/working with/watching the performance of this play.   
   If you can’t find your issue on the list, add it on the dotted line. Follow this up with a class discussion about  
                those topics/issues which all of you feel most strongly about. 
    

 taking the easy way out and blaming other people for one’s own failures 
 emotional intelligence, taking on responsibilities, compromising and consenting 
 leadership and the struggle for power (politics, economy, relationships) 
 roles and responsibilities in society (duties vs personal interests) 
 dependency on technology (smartphone, etc.) 
 man against or within nature (survival vs ‘back to nature’) 
 urban vs rural lifestyles  

 
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….    
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 7.   Are you more of a Shane/Denise type of person (‘doers’ who like to take the lead) or rather like Angus/    
               Leanne (waiting for things to happen). Is the way you see yourself different from the way others (family,  
       class-mates, teachers, friends, etc.) see you? If yes, why is this, do you think? 
 

 8.   Was the language easy to understand, or did you find it difficult (e.g. spoken too quickly, lots of words you  
       didn’t know)? 
 

9.   Did you like the performance (i.e. actors, language, stage props, etc.)? Give it a mark on a scale from 1-5   
   = super, 2 = good, 3 = ok, 4 = glad it’s over, 5 = failure):   
 
               ……………… 

 

10. Time to act! 
Read and think about this short poem by Roger McGough. Perhaps you have come across it already? When 
you’re ready, do a performance reading  in your class. Make it really come alive! 
 

I wanna be the leader 
I wanna be the leader 
Can I be the leader? 
Can I? I can? 
Promise? Promise? 
Yippee I'm the leader 
I'm the leader 
                            OK what shall we do? 

 
Now write a short diary entry, a blog post or a report and add it to your portfolio: 
 

This is what I’ll remember about the play! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

[Wecken Sie das Interesse Ihrer Leser mit einem passenden Zitat aus dem Dokument, oder 
verwenden Sie diesen Platz, um eine Kernaussage zu betonen. Um das Textfeld an einer 
beliebigen Stelle auf der Seite zu platzieren, ziehen Sie es einfach.] 


