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A worksheet to accompany  
Vienna’s English Theatre’s 2019/2020 touring production 

by Helena Hirsch 
               
 

 
 

1. a. Before watching the performance or reading the play, look at the title. What could the play be about? 
Without checking Google, choose one of the options below. Say why you think so. Find at least three 
colleagues who agree with you: 
 

 a scientific experiment researching the behaviour patterns of web-spinning ‘Lie’ spiders  
 a network of lies involving and affecting one/several person(s) 
 a dangerous Cybercrime set-up spread all over the world 
 a bestselling thriller that has been made into a Netflix series  

 

 or ………………………………………………………………………………(add your own ideas) 
 

b. Now google the title. Which result(s) did you come up with? Compare with a partner. 
 

c. After the performance/reading the text – Was your guess right? Well done! Or did the title lead you to 
expect something completely different? If so, what? Discuss in small groups or in class. 
 

2. What is your first association when you hear/read the word ‘web’? Tick one of the boxes below, or add 
your own. Then talk to a partner and say why:  
 

  a spider’s web   the www   
Halloween    getting caught (in a net)  
 

 or ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

3. One day in the life of an average teenage social media user!  
Work on this mini-project the following way: first, think about the following questions (a, b, c, d) and/or 
make notes/fill in the lines provided. Then, pair up with a partner, go through your notes and compare 
results. Finally, share your results/conclusions with other pairs. What did you find out about the social 
media habits in your class?  
  

a. Which social media channels are you active on? Write on the dotted lines what you mostly use them for 
(e.g. communication, information, blogging, gaming)? If necessary, use the blank lines below to add more. 

 

 Whatsapp   ………………………………………………………………… 

  Facebook   ………………………………………………………………… 

 Instagram   ………………………………………………………………… 

 Snapchat   ………………………………………………………………… 

 YouTube   ………………………………………………………………… 

 Twitter   ………………………………………………………………… 

 Pinterest   ………………………………………………………………… 

 Linkedin   ………………………………………………………………… 

 Tumblr   ………………………………………………………………… 

 Google+   ………………………………………………………………… 

 ……………………………… ………………………………………………………………… 
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 ……………………………… ………………………………………………………………… 

 ……………………………… ………………………………………………………………… 

 ……………………………… …………………………………………………………………  
    

b. Which devices do mainly use, for what? On a piece of paper, make a list, e.g. smartphone for photos, 
digital camera for videos, PC for gaming, etc.  

 

c. How long are you, on average, online every day? Give an (honest!) estimation of the time you spend 
daily/regularly on the following activities. Fill in the table below (one example has been done for you):   
 
 

activity how long who with where 
e.g. texting 2 hrs friends anywhere (bus, train, at home) 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

      
d. There are thousands of studies on the impact of social media on teens and young adults. Most of them 
are not very favourable (e.g. ‘social media trap’, ‘obsession’, ‘disrupting teens’ lives’), but there can be 
benefits, too. Can you think of any? Write them down and/or discuss them with a partner or in class. 
 

e. By the way, feel free to google any of the issues raised in the questions/statements above (especially  
how/why social media abuse can be harmful). In pairs or small groups, put together an info poster. 

 
4. Look at the cast (p. 4 in your text booklet) and answer the following questions:  

 

 How many characters are in the play?    4  9 11 
 

 What are the names of the two main characters and how old are they? …………………… 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

 

 
 

Scene 1 (Present) – Police Station 
 

1. What is happening at the very beginning of the play? True or False? Look at the statements below and 
circle either T or F:  
 

 The police are investigating the case of a teenager who has disappered.  T F 
 Lena means everything to her mother.       T F 
 Detective Inspector Wilson thinks Lena ran away with her boyfriend.  T F 
 Mrs Dean is certain that Lena isn’t in a relationship.    T F 
 Mary Trevis is a journalist working for the Western Gazette.   T F 
 Lena is a fun-loving girl who has to work very hard at school.   T F  
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 Mrs Dean says that Lena wants to help other people.    T F 
 One of Lena’s friends told the reporter that she wants to be a pop star.  T F 

 
2. What is the first impression you have of Mrs Dean? Choose one of the statements below and say why: 

 

 She is a loving mother who is very worried and upset. 
 She sounds quite possessive and dominant. 
 She comes across as very caring but also very strict. 
 She seems rather lonely and unhappy. 

 
3. Re-read Scene 1. If you were taking part in this press conference, which of the characters would you like 

to be: Inspector Wilson, Mrs Dean, Dave Miller or Mary Trevis? Get together in small groups, explain why 
you have chosen this particular character and find out the other group members’ choices. 

 
4. a. Work with a partner. You are journalists and have attended the press conference. Now you have to 

write a short article for the local news-section of the newspaper you work for. Before you start writing … 
 

 … decide what kind of newspaper you are writing for (e.g. nation-wide, regional, local)  
 … what kind of style/language your readers expect (e.g. formal language or chatty style; 

presenting facts or using emotional language to evoke empathy in your readers; or ……) 
 … find a catchy headline (which makes readers curious/interested) 

Your article should be no longer than approx. 150-180 words.  
 

b. Print out your articles and pin them up in the classroom. Then select 3 colleagues who will act as 
judges. They should now read through the articles and decide which … 
 

 … is the best-written article 
 … is the most emotional article 
 … has the most original headline 

 
5. Have you ever been to a press conference or have vou watched any on TV? If yes, what kind of press 

conference was it (e.g. politics, sports, art/music/fashion, etc.)?  
 

 Either … talk to a partner or in small groups and describe the people and the 
atmosphere there (e.g. cameras clicking, securities clearing the way, etc.)  

 or … write a short summary of the event  
 

6. What is the largest Austria press agency called? What is their main function? Which areas are they active 
in. Google the info and put together a fact file. 

 
7. You have an interesting piece of news you would like to communicate/spread as widely as possible. First, 

decide what kind of news-story you would like to go public. Then select 3 options from the list below: 
which, do you think, are most appropriate to promote your ‘message’? Bear in mind that the quickest 
ways might not always be the most lasting ones in people’s minds. Talk to a partner, say why you think so, 
and exchange opinions: 
 

 … send a press release to international press agencies 
 … send press releases to all local papers 
 … post it on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter – use social media 
 … shoot a short videoclip and make it go viral 
 … print flyers and put them in people’s postboxes 
 … send out printed information (via ‘snail mail’, i.e. per post) 
 … send out an email-shot  
 … invite a select group of insiders/multipliers to a presentation 
 … invite journalists to a press conference 

 

 … other ………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Scene 2 (Past) – Charlie’s House 
 

1. Put the following jumbled statements in the right order and number them 1 - 12. The first one has been 
done for you. 

 

Lena has to attend extra study sessions to keep up with her academic work.      ………… 
He’s going to upload it to a site for new talent.      ………… 
Lena hasn’t told her mother that she wants to be a professional singer.   ………… 
An incriminating foto of a colleague has been posted by her ex-boyfriend.  ………… 
Lena performs a ‘super-hot’ song which is being live-streamed.    ………… 
She always wanted to be a doctor and now wants Lena to live her dream.  ………… 
Charlie wants to perform a pop duet together with Lena at a school contest.  …  1  … 
Lena knows that she’s not made for an academic career.     ………… 
Charlie wants to help her decide and suggests to shoot a video of her singing.  ………… 
Lena’s mum was not allowed to study because she was needed on the family farm. ………… 
She’s also not sure she’s got real talent to be a singer.     ………… 
Charlie is gay and wants to be a performer in musical theatre.    …………  

 
2. With a partner, talk about Lena’s situation. She loves her mother dearly and wants to make her happy, 

but she also knows that she is not cut out for studying. What she really wants is to be a singer. What, do 
you think, should she do? Choose one of the options from the list below (or add your own) and discuss it 
with your partner. Do you agree? Why/why not? 

 

 Lena should tell Mrs Dean that she loves her very much but that she can’t live her 
dream for her. 

 Lena should tell her mother that all that extra studying and pushing for top exam 
results is making her tired, depressed and, eventually, ill. 

 Lena should point out that it’s not her fault that her mother couldn’t be a doctor and 
that her future is up to herself to decide 

 Lena should insist that her mother’s ambitions for her future are selfish and that she 
is no longer going to go along with them 
 

 or: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

3. Do you think giving pleasant neck rubs, and playing doctor with dolls as a kid is enough to become a good 
medical doctor? Say why/why not. 

 
4. Lena is also not sure if she’s got any real talent to go professional as a singer/performer. Is this … 

 

 … because Lena is a very modest, realistic girl 
 … because her self-esteem is low and she is very self-critical  
 … because it’s a convenient excuse for not having to tell her mother  
 … because she is simply confused and doesn’t really know what she wants 

Tick one of the statements above, then talk to a partner or in small groups. Say why you think so. 
 

5. What do you think of Charlie? Complete all statements/sentences you think are true:  
 

 Charly is a good friend …… 
 

 He is certain about his future …… 
 

 He wants to help Lena …… 
 

 He lives in a fantasy world …… 
 

 He means well …… 
 

 He doesn’t like Mrs Dean …… 
 

 other ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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6. Charlie fluffs up Lena’s hair and adjusts her clothes because sex sells! Do you all agree with this statement? 
Discuss in class and come up with examples for and against (e.g. pop stars, actors/actresses, etc.) 

 
7. Look at the lyrics of the song Lena sings. What kind of song is it? Is Lena singing it for Charlie, do you 

think? Why/why not? 
 

8. Charlie thinks the performance was sizzling. What exactly does he mean? Which other contexts is this 
word used in? Guess or check with colleagues before looking it up online. 

 
9. Instead of editing and uploading the video, Charlie live-streams it. How about you? Do you like making 

videos and posting them? Where do you post them usually? Have you ever put a live video online? If yes, 
what was it about? Who watched it – friends? Find a few partners and talk about your video habits. 

 
 

Scene 3 (Past) – Lena’s House 
 

1. Mrs Dean is waiting for Lena to come home. She is pacing. What does pacing mean? Try guessing before 
using your online-dictionaries.  

 
2. Skim-scan read though the short scene. Remember the performance? Or, if you haven’t seen the 

performance, try to visualise the interaction between the two characters. From the options below tick      
3 statements which, for you, are appropriate. Talk to a partner/partners and say why: 
 

 This sounds more like a police interrogation than a worried mother. 
 Underneath the endearments there is a lot of possessiveness and pressure. 
 Makes me feel like the Spanish Inquisition. 
 Mrs Dean is full of prejudices, bitterness and anger. 
 How can a loving mother be so suspicious and uncompromising? 
 Doesn’t check her mobile but blames her daughter – not nice! 
 Poor Lena – having an over-ambitious mother is so difficult. 
 This is emotional blackmail, plain and simple. 

 
3. How do you feel after watching/reading this scene? Indifferent? Sad? Upset? Reflective? Angry? Or what? 

On a piece of paper, write a short paragraph on what’s going through your mind. Would you like to talk to 
somebody about it? Find someone who is easy to talk to/who you trust, and exchange opinions. If you 
don’t want to share, that’s fine, too! 

 
4. Yes or no? Look at the following statements and decide whether they are true or not. Circle Y or N.  

When you have finished, compare your results with some colleagues/in class. 
 

 Lena’s mum always checks messages on her mobile.    Y N 
 Mrs Dean doesn’t want Lena to have a boyfriend.    Y N 

She insists that Lena doesn’t know enough about life.     Y N 
Charlie is going to be an actor in Musical theatre on Broadway.   Y N 

 He feels he would rather be happy than rich.     Y N 
Mrs Dean is certain that most people in this world only think about themselves. Y N 
Idiotic celebrities posting pictures of themselves make Lena angry.  Y N 
Mrs Dean wants Lena to care about other people rather than about herself. Y N 
Lena always tidies up her own room.       Y N 
Mrs Dean got a school report in the post and is pleased about Lena’s grades. Y N 
She tells Lena to focus on her school work and make more of an effort.  Y N 
Lena tells her mother that she is looking forward to being a doctor.  Y N 

 
5. Mrs Dean has been tidying Lena’s room. What does the mean, do you think? Tick a, b, or c: 

 

a) hoovering, dusting, putting away clothes       b) rummaging through shelves, drawers       c) both 
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6. a. You can do anything in the world if you set your mind to it. Do you agree with this statement? Is it … 
 

 … just one of these platitudes older generations believe(d) in 
 … could work for some but certainly not for everybody 
 … might be the case but depends very much on personality and circumstances 
 … absolutely true 

 

b. Mrs Dean tells Lena that you’ll get there in the end, I know you will. Which ending for this statement 
would you find more appropriate? Tick the respective box below:  
 

  … I hope you will   … I’m always there to help you   
… if that’s what you want  … and if not, there are other options  
 

 or ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

Scene 4 (Present) – The Park  
 

1. Charlie and Lena are in the park. Their conversation keeps getting interrupted by Charlie shouting 
commands at his dog. Do you think this is … 
 

  … irritating    … hilarious, especially the end   
… quite funny   … normal when you have a dog 

 
2. What are they talking about? Their conversation has got all mixed up. Put the following sentences back 

into order by drawing lines to the respective numbers! 
 

One successful video is not enough to make a living as a singer.    1 
Charlie encourages Lena to grab the chance.      2 

  Charlie would still like to sing a duet with Lena in the band contest.   3 
  While they are talking, Rufus does something nasty on Charlie’s shoe.   4 
  Lena doesn’t want to let her mother down.      5 
  A talent scout from a record company has messaged Charlie.      6  

The comments to Lena’s video were very favourable.     7 
  The talent scout wants Lena to contact her.      8 
  Lena is not sure if the message is genuine but Charlie has checked in Google.  9 

 
3. a. Does Alectra Records really exist? Are there actual companies with that name? Do a Google-search. 

b. What does A & R stand for? What do people do at A & R? Find out more information. 
 

4. Why does Charlie encourage Lena to make a demo? Choose one of the statements below and say why. 
 

a) He hopes Lena grabs this great chance 
b) He hopes she realises that her future is music rather than medicine 
c) He hopes Mrs Dean will be proud of Lena when she sees the video 
d) He hopes that, through Lena, he’ll get a chance to make a demo, too 

 
5. Of course Lena is interested – who wouldn’t be? But she is not sure what to do. Talk to a partner. If Lena 

were to ask you, what would you recommend she should do? Compare your recommendation with that 
of other pairs.  

 
6. Are you a dog owner? Is the situation in scene 4 familiar to you? Is/was your dog as naughty as Rufus? 

Did you take him/her to obedience classes? Choose one of the tasks below. 
 

a. Think of a particularly funny or embarrassing situation with your dog. What happened? What did 
the dog/you do? Write a short paragraph and/or tell the story in class. 

b. Perhaps you had ‘out of the ordinary’ encounters with other animals which are ‘stuck’ in your 
memory (e.g. a spitting llama)? Write down a story or tell it in class. 
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Scene 5 (Past) – Lena’s Room / A street 
 

1. Lena has made her decision and is sending a message to Alice Brittold – or so she thinks. What is Alice = 
the man telling her? Complete the sentences below, using the verbs in brackets:  
 

 He/she is …………………………………………………………………………… (put together) and Lena ……………… 
 

…………………………………………………(fit in). He/She ………………………………………………………………… (like)  
 

but it ……………………………………………………………………………….(need). A talent development team … 
 

………………………………………………………………………… (shoot) and ……………………………………………………… 
 

…………………………………………………………… (create). He/she …………………………………………………………… 
 

……………………………………………… (use) who …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

  ……………….(know, shoot). Lena …………………………………………………………………………………………(come) 
 

and …………………………………………… (ask). She ..……………………………………………………………….(promise) 
 

2. Put yourself in Lena’s shoes: would you tell anybody about your plan? Tick either a, b, c, or d. Say why. 
 

a) Mrs Dean               b) Charlie               c) both               d) neither 
 

 
Scene 6 (Present) – Police Station 

 
1. A police officer is questioning Mrs Dean again. Are the following statements right or wrong? Say why! 

 
Mrs Dean claims Lena is not interested in having a boyfriend.       right   wrong   why? 
Charlie has already been interviewed by the police.       right   wrong   why? 
The officer tells Mrs Dean that most 15-year-olds have boyfriends.     right   wrong   why? 
The police have recovered files from Lena’s desktop.                     right   wrong   why? 
Revealing photographs of Lena were discovered.       right   wrong   why? 
Mrs Dean is convinced that these images must be fake.       right   wrong   why? 

  
2. How, do you think, can Mrs Dean be so certain that Lena doesn’t have a boyfriend or that she tells her 

everything? Which of the following statements do you agree with? Choose one and talk to a partner or in 
smalls groups. Why do you think so?   

 

 Mrs Dean is very naïve to think ther daughter is telling her everything 
 Mrs Dean is very possessive and wants to be the only person Lena relates to 
 Mrs Dean cannot accept that Lena has got the right to keep things to herself 
 Mrs Dean is terrified Lena is going her own way and she is left behind and alone 

 

 or ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
Scene 7 (Past) – Watermill Studios 

 
1. Look at the stage directions. A camera on a tripod, a light on a stand and (p. 17) a side table and a trunk. 

Do you think this is the usual furniture and equipment of a professional studio? Why/why not? 
 
2. How did Lena manage to get away from home on Saturday morning, do you think? Which of the options 

below is most likely? Talk to a partner and say why. 
                

 Lena told her mother she was going to Charlie’s to study for a test 
 Lena told her mother she was doing an extra tuition class at school 
 Mrs Dean is at work and doesn’t know that Lena isn’t home 
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3. Put the mixed-up sentences back into the right order. Number them from 1 – 7. 
 

She sings a song which Danny is recording on video.     ………… 
Danny is very casual about it and does a few test shots.     ………… 
Lena needs to fill out a model consent form which her mother has to sign.  ………… 
Danny tells Lena that Alice is not actually present for the shoot.        …  1  … 

  He tells Lena she’s a natural and she has to trust him and let him lead.    ………… 
Once Lena is signed to the label, Alice will look after her really well.    ………… 
Danny wants Lena to relax, have fun and be herself.     …………  

 
4. Why, do you think, does Danny tell Lena so much about ‘Alice’? Why is he warning her that there are ‘a 

lot of sharks out there, but she’s one of the good guys’. Choose one of the statements below, then talk 
to/compare with a partner. 

 

 He wants to make Lena feel at ease 
 He wants to show her that she can trust him 
 He wants to lull her into a false sense of security 
 He wants to come across as a true professional 
 

 or ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

5. How do you feel about Danny first insisting on a signed model consent form, asking Lena about her 
relationship with her mother, worrying about getting into trouble, yet still going ahead with the shooting? 
In pairs or small groups, agree on one of the options below and compare with other groups. 

 

 This is totally unprofessional 
 If this is so important, he should have told Lena about the consent form                

before making the appointment 
 If he knows he could get into trouble, why does he continue? 
 He plays on Lena being nervous and a bit naïve 

 

 or ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

7. Look at the lyrics of the song. What kind of music style would match the words? Compare in class. Do you 
all agree? Why/why not?  
 

  Hardrock/Metallica   Jazz/Blues   
R & B/Pop    Techno/House 

 
8. a. Yes or no? Look at the following statements and decide whether they are true or not. Circle Y or N.  

When you have finished, compare your results with a few colleagues. 
 

 Danny is very good at keeping secrets.      Y N  
 His usual stylist Sandy is ill and not around.     Y N 
 As he brushes her hair, he’s getting closer and closer to Lena.   Y N 
 He wants Lena to wear a very elegant cocktail dress.    Y N 
 She is not very happy about this but Danny tells her that ‘sex sells’.  Y N 
 She prefers Adele to Ariana Grande.      Y N 
 Danny tells Lena she’s safe with him because he is gay.    Y N 
 Lena’s lemonade is still in the can.      Y N 
 Lena starts singing Frank Sinatra’s ‘My Way’.     Y N 
 She is feeling dizzy and Danny takes her to a couch in another room.  Y N 
 He takes his camera off the tripod to take some promotional close-ups.  Y N 
 

b. In the text, look at Danny’s lines closely and underline all sentences/phrases which you think are lies. 
Compare in groups/in class. Has your impression of/attitude towards Danny changed now? Why? How? 
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9. Why, do you think, is Lena suddenly starting to behave in a funny way? What happened? Discuss in class. 

 
10. Act it out! In pairs (one boy = Danny, and one girl = Lena) act out the scene from the moment Danny 

brings the drinks. Use lemonade cans as stage props and focus on the scene. When you’re finished, talk to 
each other: what did impersonating the characters make you feel (e.g. being at somebody’s mercy, 
feeling powerful, etc.) ?  

 
11. Danny returns to the studio get his camera. He smiles. Why is that, do you think? ‘It’s time to take some 

close-ups’ – what is he going to do? Is this OK? Discuss in class. 
   
 

Scene 8 (Past) – Charlie’s House 
 

1. Lena is telling Charlie what little she can remember. He blames himself for getting Lena into that situation 
and is now trying to help her. Their conversation has got all mixed up. Put the following sentences back 
into order by drawing lines to the respective numbers! 

 

Lena doesn’t want to involve the police because her mother might find out. 1 
They decide to skip school on Monday and check out the studios.  2 
He pretends to be Ed Sheeran and makes a call to Alice Brittold.   3 
She went back to Watermill Studios but there was nobody there.  4  
The agent has never heard of Lena Dean, nor is she setting up a girl-band. 5 
Charlie has had boxing training and wants to hit Danny.    6 
Lena woke up on a bench near the canal.      7 
Charlie suspects the talent website was a fake account.    8 
She is certain that she hasn’t been (sexually) abused.    9 

 
2. Why, do you think, does Charlie blame himself? Which of the options (max. 2) below do you agree with?  

 

 He shouldn’t have pushed Lena so hard about the school band contest  
 He shouldn’t have posted Lena’s video on the talent site 
 He should have checked the talent site more closely  
 He shouldn’t have persuaded Lena to respond to the invitation 
 He should have remembered what they learnt in their online safety class 

 

 or ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

3. If you were to phone a record company office or a newspaper hotline, pretending to be Ed Sheeran, do 
you think you would get away with it? If yes, how? If not, why not? How would you go about it?  

 
4. a. Do you have IT classes and/or online safety courses in your school?  



   yes, IT classes               yes, online safety courses               yes, both               no 
 

If yes, how long have you been attending them?       ……………… years/semesters 
 

b. How important is it to be aware of the potential hidden dangers of the internet (e.g. online shopping, 
social media addiction, obsessive gaming)? Get together in groups of 4 and …  
 

 … research the issue of the transparent citizen in more detail  
 … look into the tools Google offers to collect/store as much information on users  
 … find out what ‘Big Data’ is and how advertising makes use of  it 
 … add (recent) statistics to illustrate your findings 
 … put together a powerpoint presentation to present in class 
 … make a fact file (poster) and put it up in your classroom 

 

 … ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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Scene 9 (Past) – The Reception Desk at Watermill Studios 
 

1. The receptionist is filing her nails, can’t remember people/customers from two days ago and is generally 
curt and unfriendly. Where would you put her on the scale below? Make a cross. 

 

 
 very friendly, helpful and         impolite, insulting and 
                       communiative              useless in her job 
 

2. Why can’t/won’t she tell them who rented the top studio on Saturday? 
 

   Data protection         she doesn’t know         she is too lazy to look it up         she doesn’t care 
 

3. Is it in accordance with the Data protection laws to turn the bookings register round and let them have a 
look at the entries? What do you think? Why/why not? 

 
4. How do you feel about Charlie getting angry and tearing the page out of the bookings register? Talk to a 

partner. Do you agree? Why/why not? 
 

a) … he is annoyed that the receptionist is not helpful 
b) … actually, this is also illegal 
c) … pretty cheeky but also courageous 
d) … why not, if she’s unwilling to help otherwise 

 

e) or …………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

5. a. Act it out! In threes, act out the conversation between Lena, Charlie and the receptionist. Doesn’t 
matter if you are over-acting a bit – just make it lively and authentic! 
b. With a partner, re-write the dialogue into a very polite, helpful and respectful conversation. 

 
 

Scene 10 (Past) – The Street 
 

1. Is Danny Doyle’s phone number in the bookings register correct? Did he give  his real personal details? 
Who answers the phone? 

 

………………………… from ………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

2. What do you think about the waitress? Is she like the receptionist? Why/why not? Where would you put 
her on the scale below? 
 

 
very friendly, helpful and         impolite, insulting and 
        communiative             useless in her job 
 

3. Lena is pretty disillusioned about the whole model/music business but Charlie tells her that Danny is 
certainly not part of the music industry. Do you agree with him? Talk to a partner and say why/why not. 
 
 

Scene 11 (Present) – Police Station 
 

1. Charlie is at the police station. Read through the interview carefully. Are the following sentences true or 
false? Circle T (for true), F (for false) and say why.  
 

 Charlie was worried about Lena but hadn’t realised she was missing.   T F 
 He did’t phone her but sent lots of texts.      T F 
 He wants the police to find Danny Doyle’s tracks as soon as possible.   T F 
 The police officer doesn’t really believe that Charlie is telling the truth.    T F 
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 Charlie tells the officer that he and Lena are very close friends.    T F 
 The officer asks for the page of the bookings register but Lena has thrown it away. T F 
 There should be a picture of Danny on a CCTV camera covering the studio entrance. T F 
 Danny is not supposed to leave town without reporting it to the police.   T F 
 Charlie feels he is treated like a suspect.       T F 

 
2. How does the whole atmosphere strike you in this scene? With a partner or in small groups, decide which 

of the following statements best describes the communication between Charlie and the police officer. 
Then compare with other groups or in class. 

 

 It’s more of an interrogation than an interview 
 Charlie is impatient and feels that precious time is being wasted 
 The police officer keeps repeating questions which Charlie has already answered 
 It’s obvious that Charlie is watching a lot of thrillers and crime stories 
 The police officer is really trying to squeeze answers of Charlie out 

 

 or ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

3. Who is, at this stage, closer to solving the case – Charlie or the police? Say why you think so. 
 

 
Scene 12 (Past) – Lena’s Room / A Street 

 
1. Danny is messaging Lena. What, do you think, is in the attachment? Why does Lena tell Danny that he’s 

sick?  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

2. Have you ever come across a case of cyber-blackmailing or -bullying (either within your own circle of 
friends, or in the news/through TV/in social media)? 
a. If yes, what happened and how was the issue solved? Talk about it in class, or, if you prefer, write a 
short article, or alternatively, a dialogue. 
b. If not, google the terms and search for reports or YT-video stories. 

 
3. a. How do you feel about the way Danny got hold of all of Lena’s contacts? Talk to a partner/in class.  

b. What, if anything, are you doing to make sure your contacts are protected and cannot be copied/stolen 
from your computer/mobile? 

 
4. Why, do you think, does Danny swap to a video call? What does he threaten Lena with? Sum up his 

threats in 3 sentences:  
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

5. Danny says he’s just a ‘business man’. There are other names for people like him. Look at the terms below 
and select the one you think fits him best. Talk to a partner and say why. 

 

   bully        blackmailer        loser        criminal        child molester        creep      
 

6. If Lena doesn’t meet him, he’s going to ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

7. If you had been in Lena’s shoes, what would you have done? Look at the options below and talk to a 
partner. Do you agree? Why/why not?  
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 I would have stayed at home and told him to to get lost 
 I would have met up with him, like Lena did, but with a can of pepper spray 
 I would have called the police before leaving my house 
 I would have phoned Charlie and told him where I was going 

 

 or ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

 
Scene 13 (Past) – Montage 

 
1. Just as Lena is about to meet Danny, her phone rings – it’s Charlie. She can’t take the call because Danny 

is pulling her towards his van. Charlie only gets her mailbox, and the local radio station is broadcasting a 
police report. Now finish the story … 
On your own, with a partner or in small groups, come up with a possible ending for the story and write  

a. either a diary entry from Lena’s diary (it could also be a blog entry) 
b. or a journalist’s report for the local newspaper 
c. or a dialogue (between Lena and Danny) 

Pin the papers up in class and take a vote: Who/which pair or group has the most exciting or most 
adventurous ending?  

 
2. Why is Danny in such a hurry, do you think? Is he … 

 

 … double-parked or parked in a no-stopping zone 
 … worried about the police turning up 
 … keeping a low profile because the van is stolen 
 … out of change and there is no time left on the parking meter  

 
 

Scene 14 (Present) – Lena’s House 
 

1. How and where did the police find Lena? Complete the following sentences: 
 

Lena’s image …………………………………………………………… on a CCTV camera ……………………………………………… 
 

……………………………………… in …………………………. She was in a ………………………………………………………………… 
 

in Camden. She is ………………………………. An officer ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

………………. Lena was …………………………………………………………………about ………………………………………………… 
 

……………… . The police ………………………………………………………… website …………………………………………………… 
 

and ……………………………………… owner. Lena gave …………………………………………………………………… of the man 
 

……………………………………………………………………………… soon. 
 

2. When Mrs Dean is told that Lena was found, she is … 
 

   relieved        grateful        happy        pleased        anxious        exhaused     
  

Tick no more than 3 boxes and say why you think so.  
 

3. Look at all the questions (text booklet p. 26-27) Mrs Dean asks the inspector. Some he can answer, others 
he won’t. Work with a partner or in small groups and help her find answers to the following questions: 

 

a) Why was she there? What happened to her? ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

             ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

b) But why did she run away? ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

             ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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c) Why didn’t she tell me? I’m her mother! ..………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

          …………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

4. Is Mrs Dean proud of or angry at Lena for not giving in to Danny’s demands (but running away instead)? 
What do you think? Say why. 
 

5. How do you think Mrs Dean would have reacted if Lena had told her about the photographs? Choose one 
of the options below. Talk to a partner or in small groups and say why you think so. Mrs Dean is … 
 

 … very angry and disappointed in Lena 
 … disappointed but forgiving and understanding 
 … even more controlling, possessive and strict from now on 
 … ashamed and unforgiving 

 

 … or ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

Scene 15 (Present) – Charlie’s House 
 

1. The following sentences got mixed up. Put them back in order by drawing lines to the respective numbers: 
 

When her money was gone, Lena even had to beg.     1 
Lena couldn’t call Charlie because her mobile had fallen into the canal.    2 
Danny was swearing because he had to change the tyre.     3 
Lena wasn’t sure if Danny had posted the pictures to everybody.    4 
Then she ran to the station and hopped on a train to London.    5 
Lena told her mother about wanting to be a singer.     6 
They were going past the canal when there was a loud noise.    7 
She just wanted to get away from Danny as far as possible.    8 

 By then Lena was thinking more clearly and decided to disappear.    9 
Lena was screaming and shouting and hit Danny in the face.                10 
Charlie and Lena are now going to take part in the ‘Battle of the Bands’ contest.              11 

 She started to walk away without making any noise but Danny saw her.               12 
 Lena was freaking out about the pictures and got into Danny’s van.               13 
 Mrs Dean is very happy that Lena is back home.                   14 

Danny and Lena had a struggle and her jacket disappeared in the canal.               15 
 

2. Act it out! In pairs (one girl, one boy) act out the scene: put 2 chairs next to each other – this is your car. 
So ‘Danny’ is driving, then there is a loud noise. He gets out to check …. When you get to the struggle, be 
careful not to hurt your partners! The scene ends when ‘Lena’ runs away and hops on the train. 
Note: According to at the stage directions (bottom of p.27) the scene is narrated as well as performed, i.e. 
‘Lena’ has to tell the story and act it out. If that’s too much, find someone who can narrate, so that 
‘Danny’ and ‘Lena’ can concentrate on the acting. 

 
3. What happened to Danny? Did he post the pictures? Why/why not?  

 
4. Apart from still feeling a bit guilty about having been the one who triggered the whole situation off, how, 

do you think, does Charlie feel now? Is he …  
 

 … just relieved that Lena ist OK and it’s all over 
 … proud of Lena because she punched Danny in the face and broke his nose 
 … furious with Danny because of what happened 
 … looking forward to singing the duet with Lena at the band contest 

 

 or ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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5. Mrs Dean hates the idea of Lena becoming a professional singer. Why, do you think? What is it that 
annoys/worries Mrs Dean most? With a partner, agree on one of the statements below and say why. 
 

 She is disappointed that Lena refuses to live her dream for her 
 She can’t control Lena anymore and is afraid to end up alone 
 She is convinced that one cannot make a decent living as an artist 
 She thinks Lena is very selfish, like all ‘idiotic celebrities’ 
 She realises that she has to let Lena make her own choices. 

 

 or ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

6. a. Look at the lyrics of the final song. Do you like them? Does the song sum up the main issues of the 
play? Why/why not? 
 

b. Is there/do you know another song with the title ‘Good Times’? If not, check Google and find out.          
If there is, who is it by (name of the band), when was it released? Have you heard of any of musicians? 
Put together a fact sheet of the band. 
 

c. With a partner or in small groups, look at the lyrics and compare them with the song text in this play. 
Are the main topics/themes similar or different? Why/why not?  Which lyrics do you like better? Say why! 
 

d. If you feel creative, write your own poem/lyrics titled ‘Good Times’, and put it in your portfolio file. 
 
 
 
 

1. What is your overall impression of the play? Did you like the story? Circle the respective mark and say 
why you think so: 

1 = super, 2 = good, 3 = ok, 4 = glad it’s over, 5 = failure 
 

2. How did you like the main characters in the play? Do you have a favourite character? Who didn’t you like 
at all? Mark them on a scale from 1 (favourite) -5 (unpleasant/negative). Write your comments in the 
boxes below, i.e. explain why you liked/disliked them? 

 
 

Character Mark Your Comments 

Lena 

  

 

 

Charlie 

  

 

 

Mrs Dean 

  

 

 

Danny Doyle 
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3. The storyline develops and unfolds through alternating between the present and the past, i.e. the play 
starts off in the present (Police Station), followed by flashbacks into the past, back to the present, more 
flashbacks, and then ends up in the present (Charlie’s House). This results in a film-like, fast-moving 
action. How did you like it? 

 

 I found it quite interesting, although I had to concentrate 
 For me it was difficult to follow; I found it confusing 
 It was just like in a film, it didn’t get boring 
 It kept my attention focused – I liked it 

 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

4. Food for thought: is the present at the beginning of the play the same present as in the end -  or has some 
time passed in between? Draw a timeline to visualise the various time levels. Discuss with a partner, in 
groups, or in class! 
 

5. What are, for you, the main themes and issues in the play? With a partner, look at the list below, tick all 
applicable, and/or add your own. Then compare/contrast with other pairs or the class. 
 

 teens and social media  
 cyber-crime, cyber-bullying 
 data protection, internet security 
 generation gap  
 over-ambitious/over-protective parents 
 sexual orientation 
 music business/talent scouting 
 blackmail and sexual harrassment 

 
 ………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 ………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 ………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 ………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
6. Which of the topics/issues do you consider … 

 

    the most interesting: ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

    the most relevant for you: ………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 Why? Make notes on the lines provided. If you wish, talk to a partner. If not, that’s fine, too. 
 
       7.    For statistics, visuals and studies on teens and social media, do a Google search (e.g. enter the 

      following keywords: social+media+teens) 
    

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

My space – my thoughts … 


