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A worksheet to accompany  

Vienna’s English Theatre’s 2017/2018 touring production,  
compiled by Helena Hirsch 

 
 
 
 
 

1. Which story/play does the title remind you of ? 
 

2. Who is it by? What do you know about the author? 
 

3. Have you ever read or seen the play? If yes, where? In the theatre? A film version? Which? In German or 
in English?  

 

4. Can you remember the story line? What is it all about?  
 

5. What time is it originally set in, and where?  
 

1. Interested to find out more about Britain’s famous author and his plays? There are some ideas for projects 
at the end of this worksheet! 

 

6. Before starting to work on the play, have a look at the stage directions: … a collage of random logos and 
apps for different aspects of lifestyle …? With a partner or in small groups, think of such logos/apps and 
make a list. 
 

 a.  How many/which of such apps do you have on your phone? Fill in the grid below (if possible, add 
the respective logos as well) 

 

Social Media Clothes/ 
Fashion/Styles Music Food/Drink Other 

 

e.g.  Snapchat     

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 b.  Which language settings do you use with these apps? Do you use any in English? Which? Say why! 
 c.  Change the language settings to English. Any differences? If yes, what is different? Compare with 

other students in your class. 
 d.  Find someone in your class who you share at least 3 social media, 3 fashion/style and 3 food/drink 

apps with. Talk to this colleague(s) and find out why you downloaded/like these apps/products. 
 e.  Some of these products/lifestyle apps are gender-specific, i.e. written primarily for men or women. 

Think of some popular ones or have a look at your list(s) and enter them in the table below: 
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male female 
 

……………………………………….. 
 

………………………………………… 
 

……………………………………….. 
 

………………………………………… 
 

……………………………………….. 
 

………………………………………… 
 

……………………………………….. 
 

………………………………………… 
 

……………………………………….. 
 

………………………………………… 
 

7. In groups of four, decide on one of them and visit their website online. Click your way through it, make 
notes and answer the following questions:  
 

What group of persons/users/readers is it aimed at?  [e.g. age group, education, …] 
Which messages does it carry? Who for?  [e.g. what is ‘in’ or ‘out’, …] 
What does it look like? What makes it attractive? [e.g. colourful, lots of links, video clips, …] 
Which topics/areas of life feature most prominently? [e.g. music, fashion, sports, …] 
Are there regular columns/rubrics? If so, which?  [e.g. advice page, horoscope, …] 
 

Either make a collage/poster presentation or present the website of your choice online to the class. 
 

8. Back in the late 1960s the Rolling Stones hit the Top Ten with a critical song about ‘modern’ people’s 
exposure to advertising and how this affects the individual.  

 What is the title of the song? 
 Listen to the song or watch a video on YouTube. 
 Find the lyrics (e.g. on a record sleeve or on the internet) and compare the message there 

with what you have discovered working on task 7. 
 
 
 
 
 

Scene 1 
 
 As Julian enters he is dressed in his school uniform. In Britain, most schools require their students to wear 

them. Do you have school uniforms in your school?  
 

 a.  Do some internet research to find out why uniforms are customary in British schools. Are there 
other countries in the world where students wear in school? Where? 

 b.  In groups or in class, discuss briefly the pros and cons of school uniforms. 
 

 Julian is going to watch a school play. Does your school have a drama group and produce school plays? If 
yes, write a short paragraph about the last play the school put on (title, author, short storyline, etc.) 
 

 Obviously Julian is not too keen on seeing the play. Why is he going? Tick one box below: 
 

 … because it was a compulsory school trip 
 … because Ben said it was going to be fun 
 … because he was hoping to meet lots of girls 
 … because it was a cool thing to do on a Friday night 

 

 Can you think an Austrian (slang) equivalent of ‘per-lease’?  
 

 Julian refers to Shakespeare as ‘geezer’? What is a geezer? On the scale below, put a cross on the line 
where would you place the expression? 

 
    
    

   positive                  appreciative                     neutral                     derogatory                     negative 
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 Who are Wiley, Drake, or Kendrick Lamar? Find more information/video clips online, e.g. on                
What are/were their most popular tracks?  
 

 What is the purpose of the chorus here, do you think? Tick the box below. 
 

 … singing a Shakespearian song 
 … giving us the background of the story 

 

 What does Julian mean, do you think, when he says it'd have helped if Shakespeare had written it in English? 
 

 Do you really think he couldn’t understand Shakespeare’s words? Why/why not? 
 How about you? Any problems understanding the text? Did the footnotes help? 

 

 How do you feel about the way Julian narrates the story? From the list below, choose five adjectives that, 
for you, describe most accurately how Julian feels about the Shakespeare play: 

 

bored – interested – neutral – fascinated – detached –  intrigued – attracted – objective – 
unmoved – confused – a waste of time – entertained – absorbed – weary – or what? 

 

 Now read the text to the end of Scene 1 and underline/highlight all instances where Julian’s narration and 
the Shakespeare performance merge and become one. Alternatively, work in pairs and use different 
colours to highlight narration vs. dialogue. 
 

 What does 'woe' mean (p. 8, footnote 4)? Try and find 3 synonyms in English and write them down. Then 
compare with a partner/in class. 

 

 Was there anything at all about the play that Julian found interesting? 
 

 What would he have preferred to do (rather than watching the play)? Tick the respective box below: 
 

 listen to his favourite D’n’ B music 
 meet his friends in a club and chat to them 
 go to a party with Ben 
 chat with his friends online 

 

 How do you feel about watching plays? With a partner, or in small groups, exchange opinions about going 
to the theatre/watching a performance.  

 

 a.  If you agree with Julian, i.e. find it boring, explain how you would rather spend the time. 
 b.  If you like acting/watching performances, or perhaps are a member of a drama group yourself,  

say why you like/what you like about it. What is the next performance you’re going to see? 
 

 Have you ever heard the expression some sweet Jungle tunes? What does Julian mean?  

 Romy and Julian on Facebook , Twitter ,  Whatsapp , etc.  (see also p. 1…) 
 

 a.  If you’re active in social networks and spend some time on Facebook, Twitter or others, why 
not make a Facebook profile for Romy and one for Julian and have them communicate/exchange 
their different ideas of ‘who and what am I’ in a blog? For instance, pick out key passages (e.g. 
when Julian and Romy describe their ‘Townie’ and ‘Indie’ lifestyles) and post them on their walls, 
liking or disliking certain statements, putting in interesting links, favourites  – use all the facilities 
Facebook offers.  

 b.  Alternatively, if access to the internet is not always possible, or if a ‘real’ blog is not feasible 
(i.e. not enough time), you can just write your postings down on pieces of paper or cards and 
‘post’ (= stick/pin) them on a pinboard in your classroom.     
Tip: Why not take a photo of your ‘R&J blog’ and send it to: www.schooltours.at? 

 c.  You can also post tweets! For instance, Julian’s feelings of having to sit through a Shakespeare 
play would make a brilliant tweet! (Remember, no more than 140 characters including blanks and 
spaces!). Or pretend to be Julian, put on a very bored expression, take a pic and post it on 
Whatsapp. 

 At the end of each scene, you will get a reminder to either add to your Facebook wall, or to write a blog, a 
Twitter posting, a Whatsapp message/photo/video clip, etc. So – when working through the play, make a 
note of or highlight any paragraphs/lines/monologues/dialogues which would be an ideal subject for a 
Facebook entry, a blog or a tweet. 
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Scene 2 
 

1. With a partner or in small groups, find synonyms (2-3 words maximum!) for the following expressions:  
 

expression meaning (2-3 words max!) 
It’ll be like shooting fish in a barrel.  

It’ll be like taking candy from a baby.  

I’m an air-to-air heat-seeking missile.  

I hope I do pull.  

We’re the very height of low temperature.  e.g. dead cool 
 

2. What is an air-to-air heat-seeking missile? Why, do you think, does Julian feel like one?  

3. Do you know Everybody’s going to the party have a really good time?  Find a video on ! 
Have you ever heard of Felguk? Who are they? What, if anything, do you know of them? 

 Romy and Julian on Facebook , Twitter ,  Whatsapp , etc.   
 

Scene 3 
 

1. What is Sarah teasing Romy about? Look at the statements below and tick those which you think are true: 
 

 Romy has blocked the boy who played Romeo on Facebook. 
 He posted that he and Romy were really a couple. 
 Sara seems to be interested in the lead character. 
 She wants him to Snapchat himself. 
 Neither of the girls know Julian. 
 Sara’s sister invited some boys to the after-play party. 
 Romy thinks Julian is a goog-looking young man. 

 

2. What is the first impression the girls have of Julian? Do they agree? Say why/why not. 
 

3. What does ‘they clocked me’ mean? Try and find out where the image comes from. 
 

4. Does Julian interpret Sara’s ‘eyeing him’ accurately? Is she really interested in him? 
 

5. What is a ‘prat’? Why, do you think, does Sara think Julian is one?  
 

6. What is happening to Julian when Romy smiles at him? Look at the statements below and circle the 
correct option: 

 his heart beats fast/comes to a stand-still 
 he goes red/pale 
 he hears the rhythm of the music/blood pounding in his ears 
 Romy’s eyes are like stars/a cat’s 
 her face is white and ashy/bright and glowing 

 

7. Refer to pp. 10/11. With a partner, look at the way Julian responds when Sara speaks to him. Is it the 
same when Romy is adressing him? Say why/why not. 
 

8. Which images does Julian use to describe Romy and the effect she has on him; underline/highlight any 
expressions which are not usually part of everyday (teen) speech.  

 

 Look at the note on the bottom of p.5 of your text booklet. Romy and Julian sometimes speak in blank 
verse (iambic pentameter).  

 

 a.  What is iambic pentameter? Google the term. Which literary genres do make use of iambic 
pentameter? How old is this metric pattern? Why is it called blank verse?  

 b.  Was blank verse only used by Shakespeare and his contemporaries? Find some well-known 
examples (from German and English Literature). 
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 c.  Either in pairs or as choral reading in class, read the lines in blank verse). Concentrate on how 
you feel – is it just the words, or is there more? Which sense perceptions come to mind? Share 
your thoughts with a partner, if you want; if not, write them down as accurately as possible. 
 

9. What would you call Julian’s language? Choose 3 adjectives from the list below and say why. 
 

poetic – flowery – elevated – romantic – exaggerated – lyrical – tender - over the top – stupid – 
unnatural – charming – visual – emotional – loving – passionate – silly – rich – ridiculous – or what? 

 

10. Why, do you think, doesn’t Julian finish the word ‘gorgeous’? Can you think of 2 synonyms (words with a 
similar meaning) for ‘gorgeous’? 

 

11. Have Julian’s feelings about the play changed now or not? If yes, how and why? 
 

12. What happens when Mr Caple notices Julian talking to Romy? Tick the boxes next to all statements which 
are not correct. Always say why.  

 

 Julian is trying to hide his can of beer behing the curtain. 
 Mr Caple is Julian’s Maths teacher. 
 Romy is Mr Caple’s best student. 
 Sara didn’t know that Romy knew Julian. 
 Julian just wanted to congratulate Romy on her success. 
 Sara’s sister invited Ben to the party. 

 

13. What makes Mr Caple change his mind about Julian staying?  ………………………………………………………………… 
 

 a.  What are the school rules? Do you have school rules, too?  
 b.  What reason(s) does Mr Caple give for throwing Julian out? 
 c.  Do you think this is justified/really necessary? Discuss in small groups or in class. 
 d.  Read the lines carefully again. Who is Mr Caple mostly adressing?   

 

   RomySaraJulian     himself 
 

 e.  You – out! Out, I said. Out! How does Mr Caple speak to Julian? Choose 3 appropriate words 
 from the list below. Say why. 

 

patronizing – unhelpful – unfriendly – impolite – strict – forceful – nasty – harsh – disrespectful – 
authoritarian – impatient – or what? 

 

14. What is Romy’s impression of Julian? How does she express her feelings? Look at the statements below 
and circle the correct option: 

 because of his name, she wants to know him better/she is not interested 
 she wants to call/text him 
 she is going to/might Facebook him 
 the party is great fun/dull 
 she is going to keep on partying/to go home and dream of Julian 

 

15. Looking at her monologue, which of the her ideas do you like best? 
 

   Moore – more: a clever word play
   get his number/Facebook him: determined to see him again
   leaving the party: going home to dream of him 

 

16. Read Romy’s lines in iambic pentameter (either for yourself or as choral reading). Again try to put your 
feelings and sense perceptions into words and share it with a partner, or write them down. 

 

17. How are Romy’s and Julian’s monologues similar, and how are they different? Think about it, then talk to 
a partner or discuss in small groups/in class. 
 

 Your partner class from the UK is visiting your school. In order to be well prepared, the Head teacher asks 
you if there are any special school rules they should observe. There are, but of course they are written in 
German. Send them an email, summarizing the 5 most important school rules in English. When you have 
finished, compare with some class mates, or present your version to the class. 

 Romy and Julian on Facebook , Twitter ,  Whatsapp , etc. 
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Scene 4 
 

1. How does Julian feel, having been dismissed from the party? Choose 3 adjectives from the list below. 
Explain your choice. 

 

furious – embarrassed – unhappy – angry – indifferent – aggressive – insecure – helpless – 
deflated – frustrated – disappointed – hurt – livid – depressed – cheesed off – or what? 

 

2. Julian storms off into the night. Can a ‘dimly lit and evil smelling’ place be a sanctuary? Why might he feel 
this way? 

3. What is Julian’s excuse for not going home? What is he telling his mother? 
 

4. What is Call of Duty?  
 

 a.  Have you ever played this game (alone, with friends)? Are you any good at it? 
 b.  What is the game all about? Try to describe the main features and tasks in no more than 5 

sentences! 
 c.  Divide the class in two teams – the ones who know the game (Team A) and the ones who don’t 

(Team B). Team A now tries to explain the game to Team B, using words, gestures, mimicry, 
movements, etc. You can draw things, write them down, act them out … be as creative as you like. 
Make sure that all of Team B really know what’s going on in the game. 

 

5. True or false? Put a T or an F in the boxes next to the following sentences. If you choose F, always say why 
you think so. 

 

Having been thrown out of Romy’s school, Julian is going straight home.  
By chance he sees Romy’s father’s car pulling up in front of a house.  
He is pleased to have discovered where Romy lives.  
He enters the garden through the garden door.  
It’s a rainy night and he gets all wet and muddy.  
He breaks a rose off a bush.   
His hair is styled with hair gel.  
He sees Romy moving around in her bedroom.  
He throws pebbles at her window.  
She opens the window and talks to him.  
Romy is very pleased to see Julian.  
They arrange to meet at Starbuck’s in a week’s time.  
Romy gives Julian her mobile number.  
Julian kisses Romy passionately.   

 

6. One of the most famous parts in Shakespeare’s play is the ‘balcony scene’. Can you guess what it is 
about? Try and visualise the scene – who is up on the balcony, who is below? 

 a.  Google the details and find a photograph; even better, look for a video clip!  
 b.  Having completed task a., now compare and contrast the two scenes. What is similar, what is 
different? With a partner (or in small groups), either fill in the T-diagram below or make a list. 
Compare with other pairs/groups or in class. 
 

Shakespeare’s play this play 
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7. Julian describes in detail what happened underneath (what he thought was) Romy’s bedroom window. 
Read through his monologue (p. 13) slowly and carefully. Let the words sink in … imagine you’re watching 
a videoclip of the scene. In your mind’s eye, which images/colours can you see, which sounds can you 
hear? What is the atmosphere like? Make notes in the grid below. Then find a partner and compare your 
notes. Were your impressions/feelings similar or different? How? 

 
 

images colours sounds feelings/ 
movements atmosphere 

 
 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 
 

    

 
8. Now think about the way Romy reacts/responds. Is she happy to see Julian? Choose one of the options 

below. Talk to colleagues in class … do you agree? Why/why not? 
 

 happy and excited that he’s there 
 pleased but also a bit irritated 
 more worried and nervous than pleased 
 almost angry and annoyed to see him 
 or … 

 

9. Talk to a partner. Why, do you think, is Romy trying to make Julian go away as quickly as possible?  

 Romy and Julian on Facebook , Twitter ,  Whatsapp , etc. 
 

Scene 5 
 

1. What is Julian’s excuse for being late? Choose one of the options below and say why you think so: 
 

 cool - quick thinking 
 pretty lame 
 oh come on, nobody would believe that 

 

2. Julian is late, he’s ripped his blazer and he’s filthy. What do you think of his mother’s reaction?          
Option 1 or 2? Say why. 

1. she is/was simply worried about him, that’s ok 
2. no need to make such a fuss about being late/dirty clothes 

 

 a.  Have you ever come home much later than agreed on? What did your parent(s) say? How did 
you handle the situation? 

 b.  With a partner, role-play the scene. One of you is Mrs Moore, the other one Julian. If you like, 
you can also come up with a different scenario - perhaps from you own experience(s). 



 

8 

3. Read though Mrs Moore’s monologue carefully and underline or highlight all references to being ‘cool’.  
 

 a.  What is she telling us about Julian? How does she feel about his obsession with looks, designer 
clothes and cleanliness/neatness? 

 b.  Was she the same when she was a teen?   
 c.  How do other people see Mrs Moore? Fill in the grid below: 

 

her parents advertisers Julian people in the street 
 
 
 

   

 
 d.  How does she see herself? 

 

4. How about you? Are you like Julian - heavily into clothes and styles? A little bit? A lot? Why/why not?  
Make notes on a piece of paper. Write a short paragraph explaining why following current trends and 
styles (music, fashion, lifestyle, language and communication styles) is important for you. Include brand 
names of your favourite labels. If you want, share it with a friend/colleague. 

 Romy and Julian on Facebook , Twitter ,  Whatsapp , etc. 
 

Scene 6 
 

1. Do you know Wiley’s Wearing my Rolex? Listen to a recording or look for a video clip!  
 

2. Read through Julian’s How to impress a girl – monologue carefully (p. 16), then work through the 
following tasks (either on your own or with a partner): 
 

 a.  Underline/highlight any words in the text which strike you as particularly clear/expressive. 
Refer to the word help on the bottom of the page if necessary. 

 b.  Look at Julian’s speech pattern. Refer to pp. 4-5 of this worksheet – what is it called? Read the 
text to yourself quietly. What does it sound/feel like? 

 c.  Julian’s description of his clothes/style is very detailed. Can you draw a sketch? If yes, compare 
with colleagues. Are your drawings similar? What is different? 

 

3. Why is it important for Julian to ‘look right’on this particular day? 
 

 How about you? Do you dress particularly carefully when you go out? Why/why not? 
 

4. Fold an A4 sheet of paper into 4 rectangles. In the first one, jot down Julian’s way of dressing and the 
image he’s trying to project. In the second one, make notes what Mrs Moore thinks about his dress style 
(see also Scene 5). You’re going to need this sheet again later on, so don’t throw it away! 

 

5. Make a list of Julian’s clothes and how much they cost. 
 

 a.  What is the current exchange rate for the GBP? Work out the prices he mentions in €. 
 b.  Compare these prices with those in local shops or online (e.g. Amazon, Zalando, etc.). Are 

they cheaper? More expensive?  
 c.  How about you? Do you like going shopping, i.e. wander round shops/department stores 

and try on different things? Or do you do your shopping online? Which of the large online 
suppliers do you have an account with? 

 

6. Look at the websites of some UK and international brands and chain stores (see list below).  
 a.  Which specialize in either men’s or women’s clothes, which cater for both? 
 b.  Put together ‘your look’ and work out how much your favourite outfit would cost (£, €). 

 

Marks and Spencers  Top Shop  Burton 
Dorothy Perkins   Next   Jack & Jones 
Top Man   Boss   River Island 
Miss Selfridge   H&M   Abercrombie&Fitch 
Zara    Tommy Hilfiger  Mango 
             ……………………………………………………………………………………….     
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7. Julian is very particular about designer items (‘the right label’). How about you? Fill in the grid below, then 
compare with a partner: 

 

ITEM JULIAN ME 

underwear   
shoes/trainers   
jeans   
jacket   
shirt / polo / t-shirt   
trousers/skirt   
suit   
headwear    
sportswear / outdoors   
perfume / aftershave   
make-up / skincare   
haircare   

 
8. Mrs Moore looks at her son and thinks he looks very smart. Is that what Julian wants?  

 

 a.  What, in your opinion, is the difference between smart and cool/urban/individual? Discuss this 
issue in small groups or in class. 

 b.  Wearing a jumper with a collar and tie is in your opinion – see below. Say why. 
 hopelessly old-fashioned 
 ok if the person feels comfortable 
 a different style but also individual 
 a bit geeky and academic 

 

 c.  Does wearing a shirt, tie and (in cold weather) a jumper/blazer really have to be boring and 
old-fashioned? Compare with Scene 2/task 1 (school uniforms). How does Julian wear his school 
uniform? What, do you think, would help making a plain school uniform look cool? 

 

9. Do you know Dressed to Kill by New Found Glory? Listen to a recording or look for a video clip!  
 

10. Work through Romy’s monologue (p. 17) in a similar way to Julian’s (see p. 8/task 1 in this worksheet). If 
possible, draw a sketch and compare it with your colleagues’ drawings. What is similar/different? 
 

11. What is a Hipster? Google the term and explain/illustrate it, giving examples for fashion/dress styles, 
music, lifestyle, ideas and attitudes, celebrities representing these styles, etc. (e.g. Wikipedia) 
 

 a.  If possible, find pictures/visual materials and put together a poster presentation to hang up on 
your classroom wall. 

 b.  Alternatively, make a Powerpoint presentation including links to style sites, clips, 
magazine websites, etc.  

 

12. Compare Romy’s way of dressing to that of Julian. With a partner, or in small groups, discuss the 
differences (i.e. style, price, purpose) 

 

13. Romy also makes an extra effort and dresses to show her true colours, how she is feeling. Which is …? Talk 
to a partner. Do you sympathise with her? Why/why not? 
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14. For their first rendezvous, both make a special effort and dress to make an impression. Romy is early, 
Julian a bit late. And … they don’t recognise each other! 
 

 They look at each other and double-take. What does double-take mean? 
 
                    ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

15. What is a Chav or a Townie? Google the terms and explain/illustrate them, giving examples for fashion/ 
dress styles, music, lifestyle, ideas and attitudes, celebrities representing these styles, etc. (e.g. Wikipedia) 
 

 a.  If possible, find pictures/visual materials and put together a poster presentation to hang up on 
your classroom wall. 

 b.  Alternatively, make a Powerpoint presentation including links to style sites, clips, 
magazine websites, etc.  

 

16. Google the terms Emo and Indie and explain/illustrate them, giving examples for fashion/dress styles, 
music, lifestyle, ideas and attitudes, celebrities representing these styles, etc. (e.g. Wikipedia) 
 

 a.  If possible, find pictures/visual materials and put together a poster presentation to hang up on 
your classroom wall. 

 b.  Alternatively, make a Powerpoint presentation including links to style sites, clips, 
magazine websites, etc.  
 

17. How did their date go? Read through at the text on p. 18-20 in your text booklet. As Julian and Romy are 
telling Ben and Sara what happened at their get-together, we live through it with them. 
 

 A.  In which areas of life/interests are they different? Fill in the grid below: 
 

Julian  Romy 
  

 
clothes 

 
 
 

 

 food 
 
 
 

 

 taste in music 
 
 
 

 

 interests 
 

 

 

   
   

 

 b.  Are they going on another date? What conclusions do they draw after their first rendezvous? 
 

 

Romy (Sara) Julian (Ben) 
  

  

 

 
 

     But He/she is …………………………………! 
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 c.  At this stage - what do you think? Is there going to be a happy ending? Speculate what may 
happen next and come up with different scenarios. Discuss your scenario with a partner/in class. 

 

 Find out more about the Glastonbury Festival and compare with local (Austrian) open-air festivals you 
have heard of, or have been to. Put together a poster presentation if possible. Are there other/similar 
festivals in Britain or the US? If yes, have a look at the respective websites. 

 

18. Read through Romy’s and Julian’s monologues in blank verse at the end of the scene. Work with a partner 
and compare their feelings to what they said to (and about) each other when they first met after the 
school play. Make notes in the T-diagram below. Have things changed? How? 

 

Romy (Sara) Julian (Ben) 
  

  

 

 

 

19. Do you know Teenage Dirtbag by Wheatus? Listen to a recording or look for a video clip!  
 

20. Do you agree that Romy and Julian have no common ground? Say why/why not! 
 

 a.  How do you feel about Romy and Julian - do you think their relationship stands a chance? 
 b.  With a partner, discuss their situation and try to predict what may happen next. 
 c.  Role-play scene. If possible, have Teenage Dirtbag playing gently in the background. Note: The 

blank verse should sound quite natural, like in normal conversational speech and tone, so try not 
to ‘recite’ or overdo the acting. 

 

21. In the third rectangle of your A4 sheet (p 8/task 4), write down Romy’s impressions of the image Julian is 
trying to project.  

 

22. What does Sara think about Julian? How does feel about Julian and Romy getting together? 
 

Sara thinks Julian is … Ben thinks Romy is … 
  

  

 

 

 
 

23. Most channels of communication don’t seem to work for them. Why? How do Romy and Julian manage to 
keep in touch? 

 You’ve gathered some information on the various styles, i.e. Hipster, Chav, Townie, Rude Boy, Indie, etc. 
Put together an overview of all these terms/styles as a class project. Your presentation should accurately 
reflect fashion/clothes, music styles, culture and (self-)image. Useful websites, apart from Wikipedia: 
www.urbandictionary.com, http://en.wikipedia.org, http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com (satiric content!), etc. 

 Romy and Julian on Facebook , Twitter ,  Whatsapp , etc. 
 

Scene 7 
 

1. Where do Romy and Julian meet next? How? Do you think this is … 
 

 not ideal but better than not meeting at all 
 quite romantic 
 dangerous – they could be found out 
 mega-cool to be making out in her dad’s car   
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2. Julian’s mother insists on talking to his Maths teacher. Why has Julian's math improved, do you think? 
 

3. How do you feel about the way Mr Caple talks to Mrs Moore in Julian's presence?  
 

 a.  Read through p. 20/21 in yout text booklet carefully. Are there any words/phrases that make 
you angry? Underline/highlight them in the text. Compare with some colleagues. Do you agree?  

 

 b.  Circle 3 words which, for you, describe Mr Caple’s attitude/language most accurately: 
 

benevolent – condescending – praising – admiring – critical – complimentary – respectful – 
well-meaning – approving – patronising – congratulatory – pompous – supportive – or what? 

 

 c.  What exactly irritates Julian most? Complete the sentence below: 
 

He says …………………………………………… and that …………………………………………………,  
 
………………………………………………………… and ………………………………………………………. 

 

 D.  Has this happened to you/does this happen to you, as well? How do you respond in such 
situations? Talk to a partner about it if you wish. 

 

4. What does ‘they are on the pull’ mean, do you think? 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

5. What makes Julian think his mother and Romy’s father were interested in each other? Talk to a partner 
and see if you agree or not. 

 

 a.  What does Julian compare them to?  
 b.  Which feelings do these images (e.g. oozing charm, blushing) evoke in you? Talk to a partner or 

jot down your thoughts. 
 c.  Look at the images/comparisons below:  

 
She’s old and faded like …………………………………………………………………………… 
 
He’s square as …………………………………… and dull as …………………………………. 

 
  Can you find comparisons which express a similar attitude but sound nicer, friendlier? 
 

6. Julian uses blank verse when he describes what’s (supposedly) going on between his mother and Romy’s 
father. What could be the reason for this, do you think?  
 

7. Are Mrs Moore and Mr Caple really going to end up as a couple? What do you think? Why? In groups, try 
to come up with (or act out) different scenarios (their first date, Romy’s reaction, Julian’s reaction, etc.) 
Each group presents their scenario to the class? Which story did you like best? Why? 

 Romy and Julian on Facebook , Twitter ,  Whatsapp , etc. 
 

Scene 8 
 

1. Do you know Smells Like Teen Spirit by Nirvana? Listen to a recording or look for a video clip!  
 

2. While Romy is waiting for Julian, what is going theough her mind? Read through her short monologue and 
the following stage directions. Take a minute or two and imagine yourself in her place. 

 

 a.  From the following list of words, pick 2 which, in your opinion, best describe her emotions: 
 

nervous – excited – worried – frantic – impatient – uncertain – confused – upset – or what? 
 

 b.  What is her way of dealing with nervous tension? Choose one of the statements below. 
 

 she’s texting/Whatsapping with Sara 
 she is letting herself be taken by loud music 
 she’s doing yoga and deep-breathing exercises 
 she’s jogging round the block several times 
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 c.  Have you ever felt like this before? Did you like that feeling? Why/why not? 
 d. What is the most effective way of dealing with nervous tension for you? Look at the options 

and exchange opinions with a partner:  
 

 movement and sports: jogging, soccer, or ………………………………………………………… 
 

 creativity and art: crafts, drawing, photography, or .............................................. 
 

 reading, concentrating on something, e.g. ………………………………………………………… 
 

 computer games, social media, etc. ………………………………………………………………….. 
 

 or: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 e.  Put yourself in Julian’s shoes: watching Romy banging her head in time to the music would  
 

 embarrass me 
 make me laugh 
 make me wonder if she’s quite right in the head 
 make me turn round and run  

 

3. Julian tells Romy about their parents (supposedly) taking ‘more than a healthy interest in one another’.  
What do you think? Say why!  
 

 Is she shocked – pleased – surprised – angry – or what? ………………………………………………….. 
 

4. Look at the following statements. Do you agree or not? Say why/why not.  
 

 What Romy wears reflects the kind of person she is.     
 For Julian, clothes are part of the image, how he wants to be seen.   
 Julian is is aware that he is part of a crowd, a brotherhood.      
 For Romy, price does not equal value.       
 It’s possible to be an individual within a group.        

 

5. Julian tells Romy how he wants to be seen and why image is important for him. Look at the table below.  
 

 a.  For each of the words/phrases he uses, find at least one synonym and one antonym. Before 
you refer to a dictionary (Dictionary of Synonyms and Antonyms), see if any words come to mind. 
Compare with your teacher in class. 

 

 synonym(s) antonym(s) 
 

brand-new e.g. recent, fresh e.g. age-old, ancient 
 

nothing out of place   
 

on the ball   
 

clean   
 

neat   
 

precise   
 

fast   
 

sharp   
 

cool   
 

 Which areas of modern life(style) do you associate these words and concepts with? Talk to a 
partner or work in small groups. Make notes and compare with other pairs/groups. 
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6. Do you agree with Romy’s description of Julian’s (mostly male?) ‘crowd’? In your text booklet (p. 23), 
underline or highlight all points you agree with. Say why. 

 

7. How does Julian sum up Romy’s (predominantly female?) ‘club’? Again, underline or highlight all points 
you agree with (p. 24). Say why. 
 

8. What is the one thing they agree on? They …………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

9. Julian is about to kiss Romy when Mr Caple shows up. How does he handle the situation? 

10. Do you know My Generation by The Who? Listen to a recording or look for a video clip!  
Also check when this track was first released. Which decade (century 😊) does this take us back to? 

 

11. On the drive home, Romy and Mr Caple are discussing Julian. At the same time, Mr Caple does a running 
commentary on the traffic.  

 

 a.  In your text booklet (p. 24-25), underline or highlight Mr Caple’s comments on the traffic. How 
many can you find? Compare with your colleagues/the class. 

 b.  In his tirade (Schimpfkanonade) Mr Caple refers to youth movements/subcultures throughout 
the last 60 or so years. Do some internet research to find out which movement was (becoming) 
popular in which period. Match the movements with the approximate decade: 

 

Skinheads    1960ies 
 

Teddy Boys    2000/2010 
 

Chavs     1970/80ies 
 

Mods     1970 onwards 
 

Punks     1050ies 
 

 c.  What does Romy’s father – who is also Julian’s teacher - judge him by? In pairs, look at the 
statements below and choose the one you think applies. Say why you think so.  

 

 … by his performance at school, especially Maths 
 … by the clothes he wears and the impression he makes 
 … by the music he listens to 
 … because he thinks Julian is not serious about Romy 
 … because he thinks Julian is exactly like he was when he was young 
 

 d.  In class, look at Mr Caple’s statements, explain their meanings and discuss their implications:  
 

 gum-chewing insolence with two fingers stuck up at society 
 a cool front, undercut by violence 
 squeaky clean neatness listening to dead rappers chanting out their sexist and 

racist views 
 playing war games on the Xbox 
 the type of fun they’re after 

 

12. Go back to your A4 sheet (p. 8/task 4 and p. 11/task 21). In the last rectangle, note down what Mr Caple 
thinks of ‘Chavs’. 
 

13. What kind of driver is Mr Caple? Chose 3 adjectives from the list below. Say why you think so. 
   

moderate – aggressive – safe – calm – offensive – insolent – impatient – normal – nervous – 
unpredictable – intolerant – violent – selfish – erratic – or what? 

 

14. With a partner or in class, discuss the verbal exchange between Romy and her father. How do you feel 
about it? Is Mr Caple  
 

 a worried father, offering guidance 
 feeling guilty and therefore quite aggressive 
 not very tolerant, as well as hypocritical and shallow-minded 
 a typical law-and-order type of teacher 

 
 or ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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15. What do you think about the way Romy responds to her father forbidding her to see Julian again?  
 

16. Imagine you are in Romy’s place and have this discussion with your parent. Would you respond in the 
same way or not? Why? What else would you do? 

 

 With a partner, discuss the situation and outline a scenario/story; write up a dialogue. If possible, 
role-play it. 

 Romy and Julian on Facebook , Twitter ,  Whatsapp , etc. 
 

Scene 9 
 

1. In Julian’s narration, underline/highlight all words or phrases which refer to his feelings (for Romy?) and 
his perception of the relationship with her.  
 

 a.  With a partner, discuss the following statement: I liked the sound of it: my girlfriend. I’m going 
out with Romy, I’m seeing Romy, Romy and I … an invisible girlfriend. 

 b.  After Parent’s Evening, Romy didn’t phone, text, Facebook, Snapchat, Whatsapp or Instagram. 
And she didn’t reply to any of mine … what do you think – shouldn’t that have made Julian 
wonder? Why didn’t it?  

 c.  So he goes to see her: imagining how thrilled she’ll be when she finds me on her doorstep … . 
Do you think she would have been? Why/why not? 

 

2. In pairs, look at the statements below and decide which of them best describes Julian. If none of them 
really fit, write your own idea(s) on the dotted line: 
 

 … looks like he’s in love with being in love 
 … meeting Romy has certainly boosted his ego and self-confidence 
 … he’s ‘wearing the uniform’ but inside he’s ‘the riot of confusion’   

most 16-year-olds are 
 … he (the person) is hiding behind the clothes/image (cool) 
 … he’s not as mature as he would like to be 

 
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

3. At the bus stop (on the way to Romy’s house), Julian meets Romy’s friend Sara and her boyfriend Al. She 
tells him that Mr Caple has forbidden Romy to see him. Read through the text in your booklet (p. 27/29) 

 

 a.  How does Julian feel, do you think, when he finds out from Sara that Romy is not allowed to 
see him? Choose one of the statements below. Say why! 

 

 betrayed 
 disappointed 
 sad and hurting 
 angry  

 
 or ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 b.  How do you feel about the way Sara tells Julian what Mr Caple thinks of him? Think about the 
following questions and discuss them with a partner. 
 

 Does she mean well? 
 Is she sympathetic? Does she feel sorry for her friend Romy? 
 Is she trying to suck up to and impress Al? 
 She thinks Julian’s ‘a tosser’. Perhaps she wants to ridicule/embarrass him? 

 
 or ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 c.  Julian is obviously shocked, confused and trying to digest the bad news but Sara keeps rattling 
away. Is she simply not aware of this or is she deliberately goading him? What do you think? Talk 
to a partner! 
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 d.  While Sara talks, Al keeps interfering, mocking and taunting Julian, provoking him. What do 
you think of Al? What kind of person is he?  
 

 Julian’s ‘weakness’ gives him a feeling of strength and power 
 He knows Sara doesn’t like Julian and wants to impress her 
 He’s a troublemaker: offensive, aggressive, violent, vicious 
 He’s not someone I’d like to run into in an empty street late at night 

 
 or ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

 e.  Look at the top of p. 28: Julian is very quiet, about to leave (‘see you around’) when Al trips 
him and calls him ‘Julie’ and ‘chicken’? What would you have done in Julian’s place? 
With a partner, discuss various options, decide on one and talk to other pairs.  

 

4. How does Julian explain getting into a fight with Al? He knows he shouldn’t have done it but … who did he 
really attack? Why? 

 

5. As Julian and Al start pushing and shoving each other, Sara is working her phone, saying No. Hang on. 
Wait …! What do you think she means? Say why! 
 

 No, wait, don’t get into a fight! 
 No, wait, I have to start the video recording mode! 

 

6. When Julian sees the knife Al has pulled out, he gives him another hard kick. Al goes down again and loses 
the knife. Sara is filming all the time, and when she and Julian are face-to-face, she presses a button, 
calling Julian a loser. What did she do? How do you feel about this? Choose one of the statements below. 
Then discuss the issue in class.  

 

 Poor Romy - with friends like Sara, you don’t need enemies! 
 Al is a nasty piece of work, and so is Sara – those two are well suited! 
 Probably didn’t even think about the massive damage she was doing! 
 What’s she got against Julian? First she passes messages on between the two, 

and then she betrays both, her friend Romy and the boy Romy likes! 
 Interesting – first she streams the video, and then she helps Al; talk about 

priorities! 
 Of course she would make sure that the knife cannot be seen. 

 
 or ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

7. What does Julian regret most about the fight? Talk to a partner and see if you agree. Why/why not? 

 Romy and Julian on Facebook , Twitter ,  Whatsapp , etc. 
 

Scene 10 
 

1. Do you know My Mistakes by Wiley? Listen to a recording or look for a video clip!  
 

2. Are the following statements True or False? In case of F, say what’s not true! 
 

Al’s nose was broken.      T F 
The police came and arrested Julian.    T F 
His mother was very angry and took his smartphone away T F 
Nobody in Julian’s school knew about it.    T F 
He wasn’t allowed online.     T F 
There was a big article in the local paper.   T F 
Julian could still see his friends and Romy.   T F 
He had lots of people to talk to.     T F 

 

3. Make a list of all the things Julian could no longer do after the incident. What was the worst (for him)? Why? 
 

4. Who does Julian rely on to get him through the dark times? Look at the text (p. 29) and write a short 
paragraph about what this person means to Julian. 
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5. How does Julian contact ‘his hero’? Are Julian’s expectations met? What kind of advice does he get? Is this 
helpful at all? Why/why not? 

 

6. Having found Wiley’s tweet not particularly comforting, Julian decides to go and see him personally.  
 

 a.  Where is Julian going to in order to meet Wiley? Find the place on a map. 
 b.  Backstage he meets a Woman. What does she look like? Who is she? 
 c.  What exactly is her job? What does she do for Wiley? 
 d.  She tells Julian that … 

 

                                                        Wiley is ………………………… and his music is …………………………………………………… 
 

 e.  Julian’s illusions are shattered when she gives him an insight how the music business really 
works. How does he feel now? Choose one of the options below and explain why you think so. 
 

 naïve  
 let-down 
 conned/betrayed 
 disappointed 
 angry 

 
 or ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 f.  How are  social media/networks used in PR and marketing? In small groups, pick out a 
commercial/artistic website you all access regularly. How many/what kind of ads, commercial 
links, etc. show up on the very first page? Try and analyse how the site is set up to create sales. 
Give a short presentation in class. 
 

7. There is, however, a piece of advice the Woman gives Julian. Find the respective passage (p. 31) in the text 
and highlight it. Compare with colleagues and/or discuss in class. 

 

8. Julian is 16 years old. From his point of view, the Woman is …………………………………………………………………. 
 

 a.  Which other person(s) in Julian’s life does this description apply to? Find the respective 
passages in the text. 

 b.  The Woman tells him that life can be painful at times, as you well know, and music, art, 
theatre, cinema, books, they get us through the night. Does this sound familiar? Where did you 
come across a similar sentiment? Who by? 

 c.  … hairstyles – let’s call it fashion  – that’s for fun. Something similar has also come up before. 
Do you remember where? Who by? 

 d.  … how you look on the outside isn’t the real you on the inside. What makes you who you are is 
how you deal with life. Discuss this very profound statement with a partner or in class. Do you 
agree with it? Would you like to add anything?  

 

9. Why, do you think, is Julian suddenly no longer interested in a free ticket to Wiley’s gig in the evening? 
 

 … because he is generally disappointed and has lost interest 
 … because he has bunked off school and his mother has grounded him anyway; 

getting home late would not really go down well 
 … because he needs peace and quiet to think about things 
 … because he is angry about the Woman telling him (again) to forget Romy 

 

10. Talk to a partner: if Julian were to ask you for help, what kind of advice you would give him?  
 

11. How would you communicate with Julian? Say why! 
 

 face-to-face (personal) conversation 
 either texting or via Whatsapp  
 definitely Facebook 
 long phone call 
 write him a nice letter (handwritten) 
 email him 

  Romy and Julian on Facebook , Twitter ,  Whatsapp , etc.  
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Scene 11 
 

1. Ben is telling Romy what really happened – who did he hear it from? 
 

2. What did it say on Facebook? Rephrase the statement in your own words! 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
3. How does Romy feel about Sara now, do you think? Choose one of the options below. Say why! 

 

 Sara is Al’s girlfriend and isn’t going to make him look like the villain 
 Sara was Romy’s friend – past tense! 
 Sara betrayed her confidence – Romy might be able to forgive, but not forget 
 There will certainly an opportunity for revenge, sooner or later 

 

4. What kind of person is Ben? Think about the following questions and discuss them with a partner. 
 

 Why is it important for Ben to tell Romy the truth? 
 Does Julian know about it? 
 How does Ben feel about the incident? 
 Is Ben a good, reliable friend? 

 

5. Reading through Scene 11, what do you think is the nicest thing Ben says to Rome? Highlight it in the text. 
Compare with colleagues/in class. 

 

6. Does Romy appreciate Ben’s initiative? Do you think she believes Ben? If you were Romy, would you? 
Why? Why not? 
 

7. Do you know A 1000 Times by Hamilton Leithauser + Rostram? Listen to a recording or look for a video 

clip!  

 Romy and Julian on Facebook , Twitter ,  Whatsapp , etc.  
 

Scene 12 
 

1. At what time is Julian laying out his clothes in front of Romy’s window?  
 

 a.  What is Julian wearing? Why, do you think? 
 b.  Why is he speaking in blank verse here, do you think? 
 c.  I’ve shed a skin, hoping to find a better one beneath. Do you think this visual language is 

 

 a bit over the top 
 very powerful 
 old-fashioned 
 not making sense 

 

 d.  What is Julian’s message to Romy? 
 

2. Work with a partner. Try to describe Romy’s emotions when she sees Julian’s ‘shed skin’ laid out? 
Talk to other pairs. Any similar ideas? Which? 

 

3. Look at Romy’s lines as she lays out her ‘uniform’ next to Julian’s and compare them to the final lines of 
Shakespeare’s play. What is similar, what is different? 

 

A glooming peace this morning with it brings, 
The sun for sorrow will not show his head. 
Go hence to have more talk of these sad things: 
Some shall be pardoned, and some punished: 
For never was a story of more woe 
Than this of Juliet and her Romeo. 
 

4. What do the laid-out clothes remind you of? Does the image/overall message have a positive or a 
negative touch/feel for you? Try to explain why. 
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5. They kiss, then Romy pushed him away. Why is that, do you think? Here are some options for you: 
 

 She is worried that her father will find out  
 She is crying and doesn’t want Julian to see 
 She doesn’t like his bad breath 
 She’s  going to fetch something from her room 

 

6. Romy hugs Julian and takes a selfie of them together, which she’ll Whatsapp. What is she trying to 
communicate with this gesture? 
 

 She’s now ready to show the world that they are together 
 She hopes Sara and Al will see it and realise that their betrayal didn’t work 
 She wants to convince her dad that Julian is a suitable boxfriend for her 
 She’s going to let everybody know that she now has a boyfriend 

 
7. What about the end? Does it meet your expectations? Say why/why not. 

 

 What kind of feeling does it leave you with? Choose 3 words from the list below. Say why. 
 

hope – desperation – comfort – expectation – bleakness – gloom – distress – confidence – 
desire – happiness – discouragement – or what? 

 Romy and Julian on Facebook , Twitter ,  Whatsapp , etc. 

 
 
 

 
1. What do you think about this play? Did you like it/find it interesting? Why/why not? 

 

2. How about the characters?  
Which character did you like best? Why? 
Was there any character you didn’t like at all? Who? Why? 
Which character(s) can you identify with? In which way? 
 

3. The play has several strong messages. Which is the most important/interesting one for you? 
 

4. Did you expect the play to end the way it did? Why? Why not? 
 

5. In small groups, speculate how the story of Romy and Julian might continue. Happy or sad ending? 
 

6. Was the language in the play too easy/just right/too difficult? 
      Did you like the changes from normal conversational language to blank verse?  
 

7. Are you going to/did you do some of the  

 Romy and Julian on Facebook , Twitter ,  Whatsapp  tasks? 
Are they/were they fun?  

 
 

APPENDIX: MINI-PROJECTS 
 

The topics and issues in the following list lend themselves to classroom discussion, background and cultural studies research 
and project work, depending on time available and the language level of the students. A few mini-projects are, for practical 
reasons, included in the “WORKOUT” section of this worksheet (e.g. pairwork activities, roleplay activities), suggestions for 
more extensive ones can be found below. 
 

 One of the main themes in the play is advertising messages and lifestyle. Most strategies of modern 
advertising are based on the AIDA Principle:  Attention 

       Interest  
       Desire 
       Action 

How is this principle reflected in the play (music, clothes, make-up, musicians/celebrities)? 
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 Find examples to show how this principle is applied in popular advertising campaigns (e.g. designer 

labels). 
 

 Roleplay: how do you convince someone that he/she needs things he/she doesn’t really need? Work in 
pairs. One of you is feeling low and dissatisfied. The other is trying to “sell” him/her something by 
addressing the possible cause of the dissatisfaction/frustration. 

 
 One very important element in any successful marketing campaign is the USP (Unique Selling 

Proposition). This means to concentrate on a new and/or unique feature the idea/product does 
supposedly have and, within people, create the desire to take on the idea or possess the product in order 
to feel happy and content and to be part of a group, to be ‘in’. 
- Working in groups, take a few areas of modern “life in the fast lane” (e.g. music, fashion, sports, etc.) 
and explore how marketing campaigns are set up and how they work on people’s minds. 
- Highly successful marketing campaigns not only succeed in creating the desire to possess the product or 
represent a certain image, their logos/labels also become to a large extent part of daily life. Some examples 
are Benetton, Coca Cola and McDonald’s, to name a few. What are/were these campaigns based on, and how 
did they work? Can you think of others? How is/was the AIDA Principle applied and what is/was the USP? 
- Listen to or look at the lyrics of “I Can’t Get No Satisfaction” by the Rolling Stones and/or “A Dedicated 
Follower of Fashion” by the Kinks. Are they serious? Ironic? Critical? Do you agree with the message? 
 

 Working in groups, decide on a certain area of lifestyle: make-up, fashion, music, sports, computer games, 
etc. Get hold of printed copies of style magazines or download articles from their respective websites and 
collage articles and photographs. When the individual ‘sections’ are finished, bring all groups together to 
produce YOUR classroom lifestyle magazine – print or online.  
 

 What is ‘cool’?  
 
Julian: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
     }now 
Romy: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Woman: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Mrs Moore (70ies) ………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Mr Caple (60ies) ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Mrs Moore’s parents (50ies) ……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 Try and find out about styles (fashion, music) and philosophies of youth groups and movements in the 

50ies, 60ies, 70ies, 80ies, and now: Teddy Boys, Mods, Hippies, Punks, Skinheads, New Romantics, 
Rappers, Grunge, Techno, Hip Hop, Indie, etc. Put together fact files, adding background information on 
the political, social and cultural developments in the respective decades. 

 
 Who really decides who and what is ‘cool’? Carry out a debate in class. 

 
 Cross-curricular Project 

Together with your German, Music, Arts, and History teachers, look at various aspects of modern life and 
lifestyle, as reflected in literature, theatre, music, art, media and technology. 

 
 Music Project 

Make a list of the most popular movements in music since 1950 (styles, musicians, singers, groups). 
Compare the Top Ten of the respective decades and try to identify major influences and changes. Find 
typical lyrics to match/contradict the main themes of the play. 
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 Literature Project 
Compare and contrast the main characters and scenes of Shakespeare’s play with the corresponding ones 
in the film version by Franco Zeffirelli, the more recent (modern) one by Baz Luhrmann (starring Leonardo 
Di Caprio) and this play. Point out similarities and differences. Which version do you prefer? Why? 

 
 Project: Romeo and Juliet in popular culture 

The story of Romeo and Juliet, the star-cross’d lovers, has been taken up again and again over the centuries, 
in poetry, opera, pop music (e.g. Dire Straits), novels (e.g. Young Adult Fiction), films, plays and art 
(painting). In Verona tourists can visit Juliet’s tomb (la tomba di Giulietta) and read the plaque with 
Shakespeare’s verse. Thousands of photographs have been taken of Juliet’s house and the balcony.  
 

                                                  
 

 
Note to Teachers 

 
In view of the age and/or language level of the students this production is aimed at, references to William 
Shakespeare’s original play have been deliberately kept to a minimum (storyline, introduction by the Chorus, 
balcony scene, final verse). However, should you wish to take your students through a more in-depth analysis of 
‘Romeo and Juliet’, it is recommended to refer to various Notes (e.g. York Notes, Penguin Study Notes, Cambridge 
School Shakespeare) which offer help with the complex language. The Italian publisher CIDEB also offers a 
‘simplified’ version, supported by an audio recording, and a CD- Rom (on a fairly low level). Further information 
on the play and on the films (in particular the 1997 production by Baz Luhrmann) can be found on numerous 
websites (a very interesting and also funny one is www.romeoandjuliet.com).  
 
For additional useful information on lifestyle, ‘Hipsters’ and ‘Chavs’ look at Wikipedia and other sites Google will 
bring up. You can also find plenty of information on the music groups, as well as discographies and MP3 sound 
files. There are also plenty of video clips on YouTube.  
Your students are very familiar with and sometimes (thanks to smartphones and tablets) non-stop users of social 
networks (Facebook, Twitter, Whatsapp, Snapchat, Instagram, etc.), which are all also frequently employed by 
celebrities (or their agents!) for ‘marketing purposes’. 
 

 Romy and Julian on Facebook , Twitter ,  Whatsapp , etc. 
might be a different and fun way of dealing with the main topics of the play and getting students to write.  
Blogs and tweets are a communication styles teens are used to and feel comfortable with in German. The same is 
true for texting and chat. The advantage of using these styles for practising writing skills in English is obvious: 

a. blogs don’t have to be very long, tweets are short by definition 
b. students can put to use their own vocabulary and language skills  
c. there is an instant communicative value (as opposed to an essay or report, or letter …) 

 
If the idea of real-time Facebook or Twitter does not appeal to you, or you don’t feel comfortable with bringing it 
into the classroom, the alternative is (as described on page 2) to have your students write their blogs, tweets or 
texts on paper or cards and pin them up on a pinboard, etc. (or put up some blank wrapping paper on the wall 
and pupils write on it). It would make sense, though, to keep to the formats used in these social networks or in 
blogging, i.e. the tree structure. 
 
For more information on writing blogs Google provides long lists of useful sites (how to write a blog, language, 
style, etc.). Facebook and Twitter: go to the respective sites (www.facebook.com, www.twitter.com). 
                                                                                                                                                    

© Helena Hirsch  


